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EDITORIAL. 


THE topics of the Library Association Conference and the election 
of the Council of the Association naturally absorb a great deal of 
attention this month. To deal with the second first: there were 
few novelties in the nominations, and most of the suggested new 
Councillors are good people ; so that a fairly good Council should 
result. The unique thing, as we imagine, about the Library Asso- 
ciation is the number of vice-presidents, all of whom have Council 
privileges. These are not elected by the members but by the 
Council, and by the retiring Council; they occupy a position 
analagous to aldermen in town councils, and are not amenable 
to the choice or desires of the members at large. There are enough 
of them, too, if they care to be active, to dominate the Council. 
Fortunately, good men are usually elected, but recently there 
has been a tendency to elect comparatively young men to what are 
virtually perpetual seats on the Council, simply, if one may judge 
from the names, because these men occupy certain library positions. 
It, therefore, is all the more necessary that the electors see that 
men who really represent the profession get the seats that remain. 


The programme of the Cardiff Meeting is, as we noted last 
month, varied and interesting, but alarmingly crowded. We are 
referring, of course, to the business programme. One or two novel- 
ties appear upon it, but there is a tendency to repetition. That 
in itself is not a fault, providing the contributors bring a certain 
freshness of treatment to their themes; and we must admit 
that there is some justice in the contention of a recent writer in 
The Library Association Record that if we want more original 
papers we should offer to contribute them. When, however, we 
are asked to listen to papers on School Libraries and Ships’ Libraries, 
we feel in a mood for protest. The former subject has been debated 
almost ad nauseam here and in America, and it is difficult to see 
what can be said that is new. As for Ships’ Libraries, their energetic 
originator seems to have contributed accounts of them to every 
prominent newspaper and suitable conference already, and to have 
satisfied us by telling us that stokers read The Inferno in intervals 
of their duty of our already certain faith that men in all walks of 
life will read good literature if they have access to it. If these 
papers are taken as read, and are well reported, their objects will, 
we imagine, be served. 

Perhaps, after all, the main value of a conference is the oppor- 
tunities it affords for meeting fellow librarians and exchanging views 
in conversation. To the librarian who is isolated for many months 
of the year such opportunities are beyond price. Nearly every 
problem we face in our work has been faced and perhaps overcome 
by some other librarians, and it would be a good thing if some means 
were devised by which those who are in any difficulty could be 
brought into touch with those who have the solution. Indeed, 


226 Tue Lisrary Worip 


we hope that some day librarians may be induced to devote a week 
each year to the study and the advancement of library technique. 
One of the writers of “‘ Letters on Our Affairs ’’ made the suggestion 
recently, in rather whimsical manner, of a summer school for 
librarians, as apart from library assistants ; and although we are 
not prepared to endorse that idea, we are of opinion that there 
should be a periodic review of library methodology by librarians 
as a whole. There have probably been advances as great over here 
as those made in America, but they are not universally known, and 
the knowledge and experience gained are not pooled. On the edge 
of the period of library development in this country it is worth 
considering if a “‘ Library Technique Week ”’ could not be established, 
which librarians would consider it dignified and profitable to attend. 


The social arrangements for Cardiff are very complete, and 
do honour to the hospitality of the city. There will be exhibitions 
on the lines of those held at Norwich and Manchester, and we only 
wish that rather more time was afforded by the programme for 
their proper appreciation. The only way to judge a book or appliance 
is to examine it in a leisurely way, and we have had no such leisure 


hitherto. 
* * 


We have pleasure in announcing that a new film specially 
taken for the Cardiff Conference will be shown at Cardiff during 
the Conference week. Preliminary details appear on another page. 


On another page we have a brief report of the remarks made 
by Sir Frederick G. Kenyon at the Summer School at University 
College on the use made of certain expensive books, and his sugges- 
tion that a few copies of the British Museum publications at the 
Central Library for Students in London would meet the needs of 
the country better than the depositing of copies in local Art Schools, 
Museums, and Public Libraries, which institutions, he thought, 
did not always offer each other consultation facilities. We hope 
that Sir Frederick will not act on his suggestion without very careful 
consideration, and we hope that no librarian gives him a sound 
reason for it so far as public libraries are concerned. The Central 
Library for Students cannot possibly do the work of the public 
libraries in distributing such works, except to isolated and very 
small districts. The argument that public libraries are sometimes 
unwilling to lend or to give access to any part of their stock at any 
reasonable time is amazing. Any reader has a recognised right to 
demand to see anything a public library possesses within authorized 
hours. Is not Sir Frederick confusing the effect of a deposit in 
an Art School, which is accessible to students only as a rule, with a 
deposit in libraries? It may be that a few libraries have not 
exploited the British Museum publicatons as they might have done, 
but most librarians find them invaluable and so often in use that 
to have to rely on some library in London for them, however good 
that Library might be, would be impossible. 
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SYSTEMATIC CLASSIFICATION IN BRITISH 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


By WILFRID RoBERTsHAW, Central Public Library, Bradford. 
(Hon. Sec. Yorkshire Division, Association of Assistant Librarians.) 


TueE subject of classification has commanded the attention of 
philosophers, men of science, and men of books from the time of 
Aristotle, Callimachus, and Porphyrius to the present, such men 
as Bacon, Brunet, D’Alembert, Gesner, and Spencer being a few of 
the more conspicuous ones who have produced schemes for the 
classification of knowledge, or of books. Each invention of the 
above-named thinkers was of a systematic nature. The aim of a 
philosophical or scientific classification is to map out the expanse 
of human thought, knowledge, and activity, so as to bring topics 
or objects together according to some definite and recognised rela- 
tionship existing, or assumed to exist, between them. This is not 
the aim of a bibliographical or library classification. The philos- 
opher concerns himself with ideas and theories, whereas the librarian’s 
concern is books—which are concrete, indivisible entities—and 
books are not written to fit classification schemes. We notice, 
then, that if a practical bibliographical classification is to be of as 
much service to users as a scientist’s botanical or mineralogical 
classification is to students, it must, of necessity, be systematic in 
construction, and applied as widely as possible ; that is, in the public 
libraries of the country. It is lamentable that such has not been the 
case, generally, in Great Britain; and notwithstanding the close 
resemblance of bibliographical to philosophical classification (the 
former is but the latter made practical), the great majority of British 
librarians did not, until the dawn of the twentieth century, con- 
sider that the subject of systematic classification would sufficiently 
repay their study. In fine, systematic classification—meaning 
here any scientific scheme of book classification, whereby books upon 
a specific subject (or cast in some literary form) may be arranged 
together in one place, and such groups themselves placed in an order 
which secures co-ordination of subjects and classes—for a variety 
of reasons, which will be noticed in the next paragraph, has had to 
contend with incalculable opposition in the British Isles before 
making the progress that it has. 


Many reasons can be advanced for the extraordinary lack of 
systematic classification from the time of the first library being 
established to the late ‘nineties. Firstly, where the public did not 
go to the shelves detailed classification was not considered necessary ; 
and it was possible to get along without it. Furthermore, the 
feeling that the public would not understand it if applied got abroad. 
Unfortunately, classification took more time and more skill to 
apply than the public had any idea of, for in a closed library it was 
unseen—it pertained to the “ inwards ”’ of the service. Some of 
the librarians of those days, therefore, preferred to allow the more 
showy activities to usurp the place rightfully belonging to the less 
obvious but more solid work. A second reason was the reluctance 
of librarians of many libraries to face the almost appalling task of 
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properly classifying and re-arranging a library of some twenty, 
thirty, or more thousand volumes, the result of a growing up in 
hopeless confusion under some primitive numerical plan. A third 
reason was the plea that a library well-catalogued did not require 
a classification of any great exactness. But did a good catalogue 
render systematic classification less desirable or necessary? No! 
A systematic arrangement in a library then, almost as much as now, 
was of utmost importance, irrespective of the form or excellency 
of the catalogue in use. This a few librarians did recognise, as has 
been mentioned previously. Another reason which helped to account 
for the lack of systematic classification in British libraries was the 
fact that great difficulty in obtaining information about successful 
American and foreign schemes applicable to public libraries was 
experienced. Consequently, in the absence of scientific models on 
which to base their practice, these early librarians had each to 
devise a method of classifying or arranging books to suit local 
requirements. 

Richardson says “ the librarian can no more afford to ignore 
the question of the real scientific order in arranging his books than 
the professor of mineralogy in arranging his specimens.”’ Following 
this dictum comes the regrettable admission that for many, many 
years British librarians did ignore the real scientific order. The pre- 
dominating method, and, by the way, one which is in extensive 
use even to-day, of arranging books in a lending library, particularly, 
was numerical by main classes. By this plan the book stock was 
divided into classes, something like the following :—A, Theology 
and Philosophy ; B, History, Geography, and Travel; C, Law and 
Politics ; D, Science and Art; E. Fiction; F, Poetry and the 
Drama; and G, Biography. There is, of course, no further sub- 
division. It is, at the best,a higgledy-piggledy arrangement, and to 
dignify it by the name of classification is absurd. Moreover, the 
practice has its limits, and they are daily narrowing because the 
stream of literature is ever broadening and deepening ; new subjects 
are being written about, and such treatises have to be accommodated 
somewhere. The method, therefore, becomes more and more 
inefficient and unsuitable as time goes on. | 


In 1896, or thereabouts, a few librarians began to act upon 
the recognition that at some points and for some special purposes, 
it was desirable to bring together those books which were closely 
alike in their subject-matter or treatment. They were thus slowly, 
but surely, driven to apply the process to an increasing number of 
subjects, and to apply it at some points in an even greater degree of 
minuteness. Such procedure, they found, gave them a better grip 
of the resources of their stock, and increased their usefulness 
immeasurably to those who had access to them. Under such cir- 
cumstances did the birth of systematic classification in British 
public libraries take place. 


We find the Ashton-under-Lyne Library the first in this country 
to work a systematic classification scheme (Dewey Decimal) in a 
lending department. The same Library was amongst the first 
few to adopt the system generally ; that is, in both lending and 
reference libraries. Following this Lancashire library, the one at 
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Peterborough was the first library to demonstrate that a classifica- 
tion of books on the shelves could be worked along with any indi- 
cator. The fact that this was achieved disproved the assertions, 
prevalent at the time, that there was antagonism between the 
indicator and classification ; that no satisfactory method, one which 
was not too involved and cumbersome, had been devised, whereby 
the indicator could be manipulated in conjunction with the classi- 
fication on the shelves ; and, that as elasticity and latitude on the 
shelves are an integral part of any scheme of close classification, 
the indicator could not possibly conform to the requirements of 
such a classification, as it did not possess the quality of elasticity. 
Such arguments, however, were not in accord with the experience 
of those who had charge of indicator libraries at Chorley, Peter- 
borough and Shoreditch, where the arrangement was found to be 
neither involved nor cumbersome. 

At this date, about 1896, a disposition was manifested 
among British librarians to consider more carefully the claims of 
systematic classification on the shelves. Where previously a ten- 
dency existed to scoff at such accuracy as a vain and unattainable 
ideal, there was found to be a genuine spirit of inquiry which no 
doubt culminated in a complete change of attitude toward the 
subject. What helped toward the formation of this growth of 
opinion more than anything else was the appearance of various 
valuable and ingenious American systems, worked out to the smallest 
detail, and minutely indexed. The objections to systematic classi- 
fication, namely, the impossibility of an all-round agreement being 
arrived at with respect to main classes, or the undesirability or 
difficulty of making one scheme to suit all libraries, ceased to be 
advanced ; they were succeeded by criticism of such details as 
‘ where in a main class should a particular topic go.’ About this 
time, too, systematic classification for reference libraries was 
beginning to be accepted, as a glance at Greenwood’s Library Year 
Book, 1897, will show. In it one finds that of some 280 rate-sup- 
ported libraries, only thirty had classifications which can be termed 
systematic, and of this number quite sixteen applied the system 
only to their reference departments. There were, therefore, only 
fourteen British public libraries with scientific classification for 
the arrangement of the stock of both lending and reference libraries ; 
and there were thus 250 municipal libraries in active operation 
which were not classified at all, save in the broadest and most 
perfunctory manner. 

We now pass on to statistics which show the position of the 
subject under review three vears later. There were, approximately, 
400 libraries in operation at this date, and according to the British 
Library Year Book, 1900-1901, only about 12} per cent. (50) were 
systematically classified ; and probably less than 8 per cent. (30) 
had lending and reference departments so classified. 

During the next ten years converts to systematic classification 
were numerous. Out of about 553 British public libraries systematic 
classification schemes were being applied in 205 of them, representing, 
approximately, 37 per cent. of the total number. During the 
succeeding five years (that is, 1909-1914) systematic classification _ 
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in Great Britain advanced to a greater extent than it had done during 
the preceding ten years. In The Libraries, Museums, and Art 
Galleries Year Book, 1914, particulars of some 650 rate-supported 
institutions appear, and of this number no less than 395 (or 60 
per cent.) were applying scientific methods of classification in all 
departments ; and about thirty-five (or 5} per cent.) had minute 
classification in lending or reference departments. The 395 men- 
tioned above include thirty of the 100 (approximately) libraries of 
which particulars regarding classification are missing from the Year 
Book. As they are libraries with an income ranging from {75 to 
£100 (1914 value), it is reasonable to assume that only about thirty 
will be systematically classified. 

The growth and development of systematic classification is, 
perhaps, better realised by a perusal of the following table :— 


SUBJECT 1897 1900 1909 1914 

Public libraries inactive operation 280 ... 400 ... 553 ... 650 
Public libraries with systematic 

classification generally ... 14 ... 30 ... 180 ... 395 
Public libraries with systematic 
classification in lending or 


reference departments only 16 ... 20 ... 25 ... 35 
Public libraries unclassified ... 250 ... 350 ... 348 ... 220 
Percentage of Total unclassified 88 ... 87}... 63 ... 33} 


From the foregoing statistics we notice that systematic classi- 
fication was developed in British libraries more during the fifteen 
years 1900-1914 than at any other period in the history of the 
public library movement, which history covers rather more than 
seventy years. The statement that the years 1900 to 1914 inclusive 
embraced the forward movement in systematic classification 
in Great Britain may stand good for some time yet, for during 
the lean years of the Great War very little or nothing was done 
which would substantially alter what has been demonstrated. 
And amid the throes of an economic sequel schemes for the modern- 
ization of library practice (the result of which process would, per- 
haps, mean a modification of the foregoing statistics) by many 
library authorities must perforce remain in abeyance. 


During the five years 1910 to 1914 inclusive, many new and 
a few of the older large libraries adopted systematic classification, 
the popularity of open access libraries having been largely instru- 
mental in bringing this about, for in such a library exact classifica- 
tion is essential. Therefore, we may affirm that the general accept- 
ance of the open access system has proved to be a most important, 
if not the most important, factor in the developing of systematic 
classification in British public libraries. 

Systematic classification has now developed to such an extent 
that it is regarded as the natural starting point and basis of modern 
library administration, and the conditioning factor of almost every 
thing else in library practice ; that is, its effects are felt in every 
department of the service, even in matters with which it is not 
directly concerned. This is a truism which nobody would think 
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of disputing. The same can be said of the fact that systematic 
classification is one of the various means by which the efficiency 
of a library may be increased ; and it is certainly the one thing 
required to bring many libraries even of to-day into a fit state 
to meet current demands, not to mention the future. To a student, 
for instance, scientific classification is indispensable. To many 
general readers, too, it is often of the first consequence that they 
should be able to see and handle on short notice what books a 
library possesses on some definite subject, and it is equally of con- 
sequence to the administration of the library that this should be 
done with least expenditure of time and physical energy. For this 
double service no more convenient way has been found than system- 
atic classification, which enables one to have books on a special 
subject ranged side by side on the shelf, with those on related topics 
on either side. With systematic classification in operation the 
librarian has a far more intimate knowledge of the contents of his 
collection, and of the indigence or richness on particular topics. 


One may very well conclude by quoting no other than Dewey, 
who says “if nobody goes to the shelves but the staff, systematic 
classification is worth its cost in the added power it gives.” 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ELECTION 


The results of the election of Council for 1922-23 are as follows : 


LONDON COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 


B. Kettle - - - 288 A. A. Gomme - - - 
W. B. Thorne - - 280 E. A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt. - 209 
J. H. Quinn - - - 270 G. H. Palmer, B.A. - - 208 
G. P. Jones, B.A - - 250 W. C. Plant - - 207 
W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. - 245 Cc. W. F. Goss - - 203 
B. M. Headicar - - 226 A. G. Burt - - - 195 
Not ELEcTeD. 
C. R. Sanderson - - 169 J. F. Hogg - - - 144 
COUNTRY COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 

E. A. Savage - - - 288 R. Ashton - - - 212 
W. A. Briscoe - - - 277 T. W. Hand - - - 203 
H. Farr - - - 263 H. D. Roberts - - 203 
G. A. Stephen - - - 261 A. Sparke . - - 203 
G. E. Roebuck - - 257 L. Acland Taylor - - 201 
. Hutt, M.A. - - 253 C. Riddle . - - 197 

. C. Berwick Sayers - 248 J. W. Singleton - - 187 
B. Anderton - - - 233 W. Wilson - . - 4181 
Miss K. E. Pierce - - 223 E. Green - - - 170 
H. Tapley-Soper - - 218 B. Hudson - - - 168 

Not ELEctTep. 

. W. C. Purves - - 164 R. Hargreaves - - 4141 
. Pomfret - - - 163 H. A. Sharp - - - 120 


iss M. Frost - - 150 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


THE Summer School of Librarianship at University College, Lon- 
don, was attended by 37 students, who heard some 40 lectures, 
did much strenuous work, paid many interesting visits to places of 
note, and generally passed a profitable and enjoyable time. 

The proceedings opened at University College on July 17th, 
when Sir Frederick G. Kenyon delivered a brief, encouraging address, 
in the course of which he urged that the main purpose of the librarian 
was to bring the right book and the right reader together. Inci- 
dentally, he had much commendation for the Central Library for 
Students in the large development of which he saw the solution of 
the problem of the expensive book, which could have few readers 
in any one town. He instanced the larger publicaiions of the 
British Museum. It was difficult, he said, to know what institutions 
in a town were best for the deposit of these, and in going up and 
down the country he was interested to notice how far these were 
used or neglected in public libraries. He was not sure that a deposit 
of five or six copies at the Central Library for Students would not 
meet the needs of the country better than the present expensive 
method of placing copies in Art Schools, Museums, and Public 
Libraries, between which there was often little or no reciprocation 
in various towns.* 

We comment upon this in our editorial. 

During the first week, Mr. Berwick Sayers gave five lectures 
on Classification, with many blackboard illustrations, covering an 
enormous amount of ground in the simplest manner. Dr. E. A. 
Baker gave us delightful causeries on modern literature with 
innumerable well-chosen extracts; and Mr. Richard Wright 
lectured with enthusiasm which might be called glowing on (surely) 
all the problems of rural librarians. [Both Dr. Baker’s and Mr. 
Wright’s lectures ran for the fortnight]. On the Wednesday we 
visited Croydon, where Mr. Sayers gave us a talk in his beautiful 
children’s library, and Mr. B. M. Headicar showed us, in a sound 
address, how perfect a person a good librarian ought to be. The 
Croydon staff dispensed tea, and (by the way) we had many invi- 
tations to tea in the fortnight, and everyone was delightfully 
hospitable to us. There were visits to the National Liberal Club, 
where we had tea, and Mr. C. R. Sanderson lectured on reference 
work ; to the London School of Economics (again tea), where there 
was another lecture on library policy, by Mr. Headicar; to the 
Record Office, and to Westminster Abbey and Westminster Cathe- 
dral. 

In the second week, Mr. Hilary Jenkinson lectured delightfully 
on Archives and Paleography (in brief manner), Mr. R. B. Prideaux 
on Cataloguing, and Mr. Arundell Esdaile on Bibliography, and we 
paid visits to the British Museum, the University of London, and 
to Windsor and Eton. 

It was a strenuous time, but a most interesting one—well worth 
the time and money (not very much money, either) we spent upon 
it. It will remain most pleasurably and profitably in our memories. 


- 
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Reference Books Essential to Libraries 


PRINTING FOR BUSINESS. By JoserH TxorP (Printing Consultant to 
W. H. Smith and Son). A Manual of Printing Practice in Non-Technical 
Idiom. 10/6 net, Postage 9d. 

SOLDIERS OF THE PROPHET. By Lt.-Colonel C. C. R. Murpuy, F.R.G.S. 
(late Naval and Military Intelligence Officer, Persian Gulf). A new and 
hitherto unpublished account of certain expeditions and events between 
1910 and 1919, in which Muhammadan Troops have participated. 10/6 


net, postage 9d. 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE SYSTEM OF CONTROL OVER 
PARLIAMENTARY GRANTS. By Colonel A. J. V. Durett, C.B., 
Chief Paymaster, War Office. With a Foreword by Sir CHARLES Harris, 
K.C.B., Assistant Financial Secretary, War Office. £1/1/- net, postage 9d. 

POCKET BOOK OF PRACTICAL NAVIGATION. By Captain H. C. J. 
Grant, R.N. New Edition, 1920, revised and edited by Captain E. R. 
G. R. Evans, C.B., D.S.O., R.N., and Lieut. B. C. Porter, R.N. With 
Spherical Diagram. 10/6 net, postage 6d. 

SHIP STABILITY AND TRIM. By P. A. Hittuouse, B.Sc., M.I.N.A. Fully 
illustrated with over 200 Diagrams. 12/6 net, postage 6d. 

THE SAILOR’S POCKET BOOK, 1920. Edited by Admiral Sir R. G. O. 
Tupper, K.C.B., C.V.O., and Captain D. Furton, Principal Examiner 
of Masters and Mates, London. Tenth Edition of the well-known 
Nautical Text Book. Price 10/6 net, postage 9d. 

THE NAVY UNDER THE EARLY STUARTS AND ITS INFLUENCE ON 
ENGLISH HISTORY. Illustrated. By C. D. Penn, M.A. 7/6 net. 


CATALOGUES FREE ON APPLICATION. 


GIEVES PUBLISHING CO., LTD. 
Mr. JOHN HOGG, 13 PaTERNOSTER Row, Lonpon, E.C.4 


JUST PUBLISHED with 13 Illustrations. Demy 8vo. 4523/6 net. 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


By E. A. BAKER, D.Lit. 
Director of the University of London School of Librarianship. 


This is an interesting and fascinating book which offers a mine of material 
for the specialist and ordinary reader, dealing as it does with the practical 
and historical side of the subject. No one is more qualified to deal with the 
question than Dr. Baker, whose admirable work elswewhere in this connection 
is well known. 


SOME PRESS OPINIONS. 

“ Dr. Baker, the author of :~ book, is an able exponent of the claims of public libraries to 
sympathy and support. . . Baker’ s zeal for his subject runs through his clearly written 
volume, and he crystalizes and 4 up to date permanent aspects of the library movement and 
others which have only in recent years been developed.” — Times. 

“ We can recommend Dr. Baker's book as a readable and stimulating discussion of a subject 
of interest to all concerned in book production, distribution and use.""— Publishers’ Circular. 

“ The book is full of valuable data.’’— Westminster Gazette. 

“ The book is up to date, and should be read and studied by everyone interested in the work 
of public libraries and their development.” —Obdserver. 

“ The outcome of adequate experience and much appr te knowledge, and to this are 
added a wide outlook, a fine literary style, and the rah sy condensed and lucid exposition.” 
— Aberdeen Daily Journal. 


London: DANIEL O'CONNOR, 90 GREAT RUSSELL ST., W.C.1 


STANDARD BOOKS 


WEST AFRICA THE ELUSIVE. By ALAN LETHBRIDGE. Demy 8vo, 
With six full-page Plates and a Map of West Central Africa. 18/- net. 

“A clear and interesting account of our West Coast Colonies as they are to-day.”"—Daily Mail. 

DIPLOMACY AND THE WAR. = COUNT JULIUS ANDRASSY, late Hun- 
garian Minister for Foreign Affairs. Translated by J. Holroyd Reece. Demy 
8vo. 17/6 net. 

Count Andrassy examines dispassionately the many motives and causes that led 
to the European catastrophe, and then affords the reader a remarkable insight into 
the diplomatic and political activities of Central Europe during the war. 

“ One may confidently rec d his book.” —Daily Graphic. 

INCLUDED IN THE TRIP. A Tourist Primer for a Round Tour. Written and 
Illustrated by REGINALD CLEAVER. Demy 4to. With many Illustra- 
tions in black and white, and three Coloured Plates. Limited Edition. 


31/6 net. 
“ Mr. Cleaver is an artist whose immense technical — vivacity and fertility of idea are shown to great 
advantage in this book.""— Times Literary Supplement 


OUR CENTENARIAN GRANDFATHER. By A. G. BRADLEY. Demy 8vo. With 6 
full-page illustrations and a frontispiece. About 12/6 net. (In the Press.) 


BOURGOYNE OF GOYNE. By CHRISTINE CAMPBELL THOMSON. Crown 
8vo. Cloth. 6/- net 
“ One of the most interesting novels of the year. . he problems it deals with maintain the interest 
~~ ~y the story, and one feels that it is a ca that has been well worth one’s while to read.” 
—Con Journal. 


John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Limited 


83-91 GREAT TITCHFIELD STREET, LONDON, W.1 


LIBRARIANS 
Purchase of Books .. . 
should pay a visit to 


DAY’S LIBRARY, LTD., 


96 Mount Street, Park Lane, London, W.1 
and inspect their extensive stock of 
Up-to-Date Clean Second-Hand Works of Biography, 
Travel and Fiction, etc. 


Sale Lists as issued may be had regularly upon application. 


BOOKS. 


Second-hand, New and ‘‘As New" Copies at Lowest Prices. 
Sent on approval. Catalogues (free) on application. 

Some of our DEPARTMENTS.—Fiction, Technical and Scientific, Commercial, Law 
and Accountancy, Social Reform and Political Science, Archeology and Art, Music and 
Drama, Literature and Encyclopedias, Rare Books and First Editions, French, 
German, Spanish and Italian Books. 

SPECIAL TERMS TO LIBRARIES. BOOKS PURCHASED OR EXCHANGED 


W. & G. FOYLE, LTD., 


Telegrams—Foy.isra, Ox. LONDON. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 

Often, with a kind of wistfulness, I remember that you began 
this correspondence in April, eight long years ago, and that I was 
your first correspondent. Others have joined in our symposia, 
but you have retired from it. Our views clashed considerably, of 
course, but usually to our mutual appreciation ; and now that the 
difficulties of the penny rate are gone there are newer ones that I 
should like to discuss with you. 


THE CONFERENCE, 

for example. We are facing a new world of library opportunities 
and needs, but it seems that we are not going to discuss these at 
Cardiff. We seem to have no “sense of the hour” in our Library 
Association. Things happen that we regret, but we never seem to 
know that they are going to happen ; and we have not formulated 
any programme, that I can understand, suitable to the world of 
our to-day, either in the L.A. or out of it. We lack entirely the 
gifts of constructive statesmanship. The words “ that I can under- 
stand ’’ are significant, because I recognize the limits of my vision, 
and would like to have the benefit of your longer one. I fear, how- 
ever, that that is to hope too much. 


NoT ORGANIZED. 

Last month the Editor of THE Lisrary WorLD commented 
in a mood of amazement on the statement of Sir Gregory Foster 
that the profession of librarianship was not organized, and in 
consequence he was unable to recommend to the Senate of the Uni- 
versity of London that concessions should be made to library assist- 
ants in regard to matriculation such as are made in the case of 
dental, accountancy, and similar students. This statement, made 
with such calm by a high educational authority, has interested and 
moved me considerably. Like the Editor, I want to know what 
Sir Gregory Foster means. 

WHAT IS ORGANISATION ? 

We may flatter ourselves that the words “ not organized” 
mean that we are not co-ordinated into a recognizable body ; 
but in cold truth I think that will not serve. We have been organ- 
ized since 1878—well nigh half-a-century—and there is nothing 
specially defective, as a mere organization, in the Library Association ; 
in fact, it has always shown more cohesion, more personal relation- 
ships, and a greater enthusiasm than most professional bodies. 
Sir Gregory Foster must undoubtedly know this. The icy fact 
in his mind is that library workers are 


Not EpucaTeD ENOUGH 
for the concessions for which accountants (actually !) and dentists 
are educated sufficiently. Here, Zenodotus, is a position upon which 
I wish you would focus your highly polished scrutiny. “‘ Not 
educated ’’—we who live our lives amongst books, loving them, 
reading them (yes, some of us do that), classifying, cataloguing, 
and distributing them. We start work at the age of 16, just as 
accountants’ assistants usually do ; we work for nine years in the 
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conditions I have described, and we are “ not educated ” enough; 
while the young accountant who has spent his time checking 
invoices, entering them into ledgers, sticking stamps on receipts, 
and similar advanced brain exercises, 1s ! 
But PERHAPS 

Sir Gregory Foster obtained his opinion from the few men students 
who have attended the Library School at University College. I 
know a few of those students ; they were not wholly typical of the 
profession, and it is not fair to judge the average library assistant 
by the quality of some of the men who somehow get into library 
classes. It is an unfortunate fact that the desire for library training 
is no proof of the capacity for it. 

Is THERE A REMEDY ? 

It appears that Sir Gregory Foster is not altogether well 
acquainted with the quality of the average library worker, and has 
at present no special sympathy with him. I hope, however, that 
I am wrong in this last particular. If not, I can only trust that time 
may bring him and them into closer acquaintance. What we have 
to consider is the difficulty we experience in attracting suitable 
youngsters into our work. The average boy of sixteen, who has 
obtained the Schools Certificate, can obtain a much better salary 
than {50-300 (so a prominent schoolmaster informed me) in an 
insurance office. I questioned the notion ; but another head of an 
important school told me that “ parents look for a more immediate 
financial return,” so the first informant is obviously right. If, 
then, we cannot get lads of this type, we must get some sort of 
lad, and this means that the “ some sort ” can only be of clerical 
rank ; for, except in most unusual cases, few of them, after they are 
once in a library, will find time or opportunity to take the Senior 
Local required hereafter as an entrance to its professional exams. 
by the L.A. And so, ultimately, we shall have a large grade of 
fairly efficient, unskilled library clerks, and we shall be compelled 
to take our seniors from the Library School ; and this is perhaps 

A Goop THING, 
for those who attend a library school are, by that very fact, shown 
to be lovers of the work, and must possess some culture, especially 
as of late what is practically a matriculation standard is required 
at entrance. Thus, in the end, there will be two distinct grades, 
social as well as professional, in the library service. 

Mr. Sayers’ Book. 

I have a note from the Editor, saying that the new edition of 
Mr. Sayers’ “ Introduction to Classification " is out. It is curious 
how men become identified with a subject, and it is difficult to 
think of friend Sayers without thinking also of classification. I 
gather that the work has been so much revised that even those who 
possess the first edition must get this. 


ERATOSTHENES. 
P.S.—The Scottish Library Association should keep its eye 
upon Dundee Libraries Committee. I do not like the rumours of 
possible changes there.—E. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the . a of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’ 


i 


Sir Frederick Treves 
Bart., G.C.V.O., C.B., LL.D. 
LAKE OF GENEVA 


Mr. Edmund Gosse in the Sunday Times 
says the volume “ brings back a thousand 


memories of beauty and peace. . .” “‘An end- 
less source of literary and pictorial delight.” 
— Daily Graphic. Map and 100 illustrations 
from photographs specially taken by the 


author. 25/- 


William Burton 


JOSIAH WEDGEWOOD 
AND HIS POTTERY 
“ Mr. Burton has added to his many authori- 
tative works on ceramics, the best account of 
Wedgewood that has yet been written.""— 
Spectator. ‘* This handsome and informative 
book . . . is likely to remain the standard 
work on the subject for many years to 
come.”"—Sunday Times. 
84/- 


B.A., F.Z.S. 
AMID SNOWY WASTES 

“A delightfully written, profusely illustrated 
record of skilled and tireless research in the 
Spitzbergen Archipelago.” — Daily Telegraph. 
“It is hard to say which are the most 
fascinating, his admirable photographs, or 
the word-pictures which decorate every 
page.” —Morning Post. 

15/- 


Sir 


son 
LETTERS TO SOMEBODY: 
A RETROSPECT 
“ Packed with anecdotes . . 


—Daily Chronicle. 
With Eight Full-page Illustrations. 


E. Temple 


THE EYE OF THE WIFT 


y 
“ Simply yet delightfully written with a 
nature fecling."— Journal. 


ASPECTS AND IMPRESSIONS 
“ Mr. Gosse’s reputation never stood 
higher than it to-day, and the 
present volume is a complete justifica- 
tion of his quality.”"— Daily Telegraph. 


78 


All prices shown are net. 


. full of inti- 
mate history of recent times.""—Daily Mail. 
“ Nearly everybody will want to read them.” 


7/6 
Thurston 


“ Invites you to dip anywhere for the refresh- 
ment of an idle moment.” — Dail a 


7/6 


PS, KING & SON 


LIMITED. 
WESTMINSTER. 


REPARATIONS, TRADE AND 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE. 
By L. L. B. ANGAS, M.A. 12/6. Postage 04. 


Daily Telegraph.—“ The book contains one of 
the best treatments of domestic and international 
economics. Politicians, ists, and busi 

men will find much to interest them in this work.” 


SOCIALISATION IN THEORY AND 
PRACTICE. 

By HEINRICH STROBEL, Finance 

Minister in the Prussian Revolutionary 

Government of November, 1918. Trans- 

lated from the original by H. J. STEN- 
NING. 10/6, postage 94. 

Book Post.—‘An admirably lucid description 

and analysis of the Bolshevist destruction of 


Russia and of the short-lived effort to sweep 
Hungary along the same path.” 


TRUSTS IN BRITISH INDUSTRY, 
1914-1921. 
A Study of Recent Developments in Business 
Organisation. 


By J. MORGAN REES, M.A. (Wales), 
Lecturer in Economics and Political 
Science, University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. 10/6, postage 9d. 


COAL IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE. 
By A. J. SARGENT, M.A., Professor of 
Commerce in the University of London. 
2/6, postage 

Yorkshire Observer.—‘A useful little book on a 
very big and very important subject . . . 
practical value at the nt moment when all 
matters regarding mechanical power for indus- 
trial purposes are being keenly canvassed.” 


CATALOGUE OF PARLIAMENTARY 
PAPERS, 1911-1920. 
Being a second Decennial Supplement to 
the Catalogue of Parliamentary Papers, 


decade of the present century, with 
prices, and, in most cases, Analysis of 
Contents. Medium Quarto. Bound in 
Buckram. 10/-, postage 1/-. 
Library World.—“ Indispensable to Public 
Libraries, whether they have sets of Parlia- 
mentary Papers or not.’ 


— 
= @ 8 2 
es 1801-1900. Contains particulars of the 
principal Parliamentary Papers and 
E D m U N D @ 0 Ss Ss E Reports published during the second 
— 


Vernier Steel Bookstacks. 


~ PATENTED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. . 


This unique Library Bookstack will be exhibited by Libraco, Ltd., at the 
Cardiff Conference. 

The Vernier is built entirely from sheet metal, neatly designed on plain 
straightforward lines, very strongly constructed, but light in weight, an impor- 
tant advantage in large libraries. 

There is no complicated or intricate mechanism to get out of order or 
cause trouble. 

The brackets which support the shelves slide easily within a slotted channel, 
and are secured by a connector which is placed in the locking position by hand. 

The Vernier Shelving is a space saver—vertically by its close adjustment 
of 4 inch—taterally by a maximum shelf fairway unobstructed at the ends. 


The Vernier is cheaper than wood, and can be supplied promptly from 


Lambert’s Library Appliances. 


The merits of my library appliances have been proved by many years’ 
service in all the principal libraries in Great Britain, and numerous librarians 
can testify to their high qualities. 

CARD CHARGING SYSTEMS for open-access and other libraries. 


WICKET FITTINGS for hanging and controlling open-access wickets and 
other doors. Also “ underfloor ’’ working to cross passages, etc. 


a BOOK-HOLDERS AND BOOK-CARRIERS for table or 
shel. 


“* SIMPLEX’ NEWSPAPER RODS. The approved modern fitting. 
** SIMPLEX’ PERIODICAL CLIPS, the handiest fastening. 
REVOLVING HOLDERS for illustrated periodicals. 


** SIMPLEX ’’ FASTENERS for directories, magazines, bound catalogues, 
and other book-form publications. 


STEPS AND HANDLES. Always ready for use, but not in the way of 
passers-by. 


** SIMPLEX " SHELF LABEL HOLDERS in xylonite. 


SHEAF CATALOGUES (single-screw system). The simplest and most easily 
manipulated form. Uniformity in subsequent supplies. 


Particulars and Prices on application. 


ARTHUR W. LAMBERT 


93 Addiscombe Road, Croydon 


‘ 


DarD HUNTER. 
(Photo.— Ragna J ohanessen.) 


ONE-MAN BOOK PRODUCTION 


THE process of producing a book from its inception to the finished 
form is a labour which involves numerous activities. The work 
of the author, the paper-maker, the tvpefounder, the printer and 
binder diverge so widely that in present-day production a large 
number of people is employed in the art, and this has been the case, 
more or less, from the commencement of printing. Nevertheless 
the value from the artistic standpoint of combining the various 
stages of production so as to form the work of one man’s hand and 
brain is so obvious that when such enterprise and skill is found it 
deserves special attention and praise. 

A remarkable and comprehensive history of paper-making 
and water-marking which is to appear in the United States before 
long is entirely the work of a printer-craftsman who has himself 
written the text, made the paper in his own mill, designed the type 
and cast it, and indeed created the book from its inception to its 
Two hundred and fifty copies of this unique book 


complete state. 


as 
j 
. 
— 
a 
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will be produced. It will have upwards of two hundred pages, 
two hundred black and white illustrations, some ten or twelve colour 
plates, and several photogravures. 

Books on paper-making and water-marking are much sought 
after by collectors, and such an extraordinary example of crafts- 
manship is sure to be in great demand. 

The printer-producer is Mr. Dard Hunter, and the particular 
specimen on which he is now at work is his third attempt. Mr. Dard 
Hunter’s aims in production are extremely ambitious ; he endeavours 
to approach the excellence of the finest early presses, working in 
the same manner as the old printers and paper-makers, and trusting 
to arrive at some of the pleasing characteristics of the first typo- 
graphers. The ideal which he set before himself was that no other 
hand but his own should enter into their fabrication. With this 
end in view he studied works on paper making and type-founding, 
as they were practiced four centuries ago. He worked in Italy, 
Austria, and England, learning design'at the Kuntsgewerbe Schule 
in Vienna and tool-making at the Royal Technical College of Fins- 
bury. After years of study, he discovered a suitable site in Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio, for establishing his own paper-mill, having some diffi- 
culty in finding a stream of water suitable for his purpose. He 
constructed a small mill, similar in appearance to a picturesque 
Devonshire cottage, and worked by a wooden water-wheel, equipping 
it with tools and appliances similar to those used in the sixteenth 
century, when paper-making was an art and not a trade. Having 
established his mill, he next set up a type-foundry, and cut the 
steel punches for the letters, struck the matrices in copper and 
justified them to the type-mould. The type was about 18 point 
in size, and was a little higher than the American standard height. 
Each letter has been cast separately in a hand mould patterned 
after an old Caslon mould. Every sheet of paper has been separately 
modelled, the capacity of the mill being seventy-five sheets of 16 
by 23ins. paper per day. In type-cutting the work done is enormous, 
a hundred thousand separate types being required for the printing 
of one book. Seven years were occupied by this remarkably indus- 
trious craftsman in building his mill, making paper, fashioning 
type, and completing the press-work of two volumes, both of which 
are monographs on the art of etching. A specimen from the first 
work is reproduced here reduced in size. The punches, matrices 
and type employed were presented to the Smithsonian Institute 
at Washington, where they are to remain, as they will never be 
used for printing again. It is probable that these two volumes 
are the only specimens in the history of typography in book form, 
in which paper, type, and printing are due to the unaided labour 
of one man, and we are convinced that Mr. Dard Hunter’s third 
venture will invoke sufficient interest and support to inspire and 
encourage him in his future work. P.H. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICITY FILM 


LIBRARIANS will be pleased to hear that a Library Publicity Film 
will be shown at Cardiff. It has been possible to organize the film 
through the co-operation of several enterprising librarians, and 
our publishers, Messrs. Grafton & Co., have arranged for the 
production of the film, and are acting as agents for its distribution. 
The committees and officials who are assisting in this important 
departure and sharing in the financial responsibility are those of 
Cardiff, Islington, and the Central Library for Students. Other 
Libraries which are loaning photographs, etc., are Croydon and 
Worthing, amongst others. The object of the film is to show 
library work in being, and full particulars will be announced in due 
course. 

With regard to the utility of such a film, we print an interesting 
letter from Dr. W. Dawson Johnston, the European Representative 
in Paris of the American Library Association :— 

“ Our feeling in the United States in regard to library publicity 
may be summarised as follows : 

A public institution can be made public in reality only through 
publicity. 

The best publicity fer libraries, that is the best medium of 
reaching readers, is through newspapers and magazines. 


And the best method is the oldest, that is by picture language. 
That is why we believe in illustrated books, magazines and news- 
papers, and that is why we believe also in the use of moving picture 
film. These films are seen by thousands who will not get information 
in regard to libraries in any other way. 

There can be no question as to the value of a good library 
film. The only questions are what are good library films, and how 
are they to be used ? I will not attempt to answer these questions 
in this place, but I will say this: That good library films would 
help immeasurably in internationalizing the best library practice. 
The picture is the best international language !” 
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TO VISITORS AND OTHERS ATTENDING THE 


Library Association’ s Conference 


HELD AT CARDIFF 32 : SEPTEMBER, 1922, 
Stay at THE ESPLANADE HOTEL, PENARTH, 


looki the Bristol Channel-within 3 miles of Cardiff. 
RESERVE ROOMS EARLY. 
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CARDIFF : 
Its Conference, its Library, and its Booksellers. 


Tue choice of Cardiff for this year’s Conference is in every way an 
excellent one. The city, which is often described as “ the future 
Metropolis of Wales ”’ is the first coal-port in the world, and possesses 
broad streets, handsome buildings, and pleasant parks and gardens. 
Cardiff is a very convenient centre from which to visit places of 
interest on and near the Bristol Channel, and is of especial importance 
to librarians, as it is one of the most advanced library centres in 
the country. 

The Technical School, where the Conference meetings and the 
Publishers’ Exhibition are to be held, stands in Cathays Park, 
which once formed part of the grounds of Cardiff Castle and is now 
the site of the city’s finest public buildings. Heie stand the City 
Hall (which we illustrate), the Law Courts, the Welsh National 
Museum, and the University College of South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire. 

One of the featvres of Cardiff is its arcades, some cf which 
are in St. Mary Street and High Street. St. Mary Street is 
also the starting point of some of the tram-cats and public convey- 
ances. Quite close, at the end of High Street, is Cardiff Castle. 

North-west of Cardiff lies Llandaff Cathedral (see illustration), 
which is approached on the west side by a steep descent from the 
village-like city. 

Other places of interest near Cardiff are Bairy, which is of 
modern growth and was built to deal with the overflow of trade 
for which Cardiff's docks were inadequate, and Penarth, which 
is a fashionable sea-coast suburb of Cardiff, well provided with 
good hotels. 


A wonderful programme has been arranged for 
CONFERENCE WEEK. 


On Monday evening the first social function will be held at 
the (-utral Library, where members will be received in the Refer- 
ence Library by the Local Reception Committee. The greater part 
of the evening will be devoted to a rendering of Shakespearean 
Music and Madrigal Singing arranged by Mr. R. Bonner Morgan 
and Mr. T. E. Aylward. There will also be exhibits of book rarities 
and other interesting items from the Reference Library Collections, 

On Tuesday afternoon, the Marquess of Bute has kindly 
consented to afford facilities for the Association to visit Cardiff 
Castle. The Castle itself is of great interest, and the members will 
also be shown the Library, one of the finest private collections in 
the country. Though small in number, about 7,000 in all, the 
great rarity of a large portion of them, and their sumptuous bindings 
makes the collection one of extraordinary value. It is particularly 
rich in Bibles, Liturgies, Horae, eaily religious controversial litera- 
ture (particularly of the Reformation period), topography and 
architecture. A selection of the most interesting items will be 
specially shown. 
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In the evening the Association will be received by the Lord 
Mayor (Councillor F. H. Turnbull, J.P.) and the Lady Mayoress 
(Miss Turnbull) at the City Hall. At 9 o'clock dancing will begin, 
and will continue until 1.30 a.m. There will be other forms of 
entertainment for the members who do not dance. 

After the afternoon session on Wednesday, two parties will 
be made up, one to visit the Cardiff Docks and the other to visit 
the Paper Mills at Ely. Both visits should be of considerable 
interest. Cardiff is the largest coal exporting centre in the country, 
and the methods of handling and shipping the coal will be explained, 
together with the many other interesting features at the Docks. 
At Ely there is a large and well equipped paper mills, and the modern 
processes of manufacturing paper should be full of interest to every- 
one connected with book production and distribution. 


On Wednesday evening a Welsh dramatic entertainment 
will be given at the University College. There has been a very 
noteworthy revival of the drama in Wales during the last few years, 
though not in connection with the contemporary stage. <A large 
number of plays have been written and printed both in Welsh and 
English and performed by local dramatic societies. Three typical 
short plays in English will be performed by one of the best of these 
local societies from Gwaelod-y-Garth, near Cardiff. In the inter- 
vals there will be some penillion singing (singing with harp accompani- 
ment), a typical Welsh form of music. 


Owing to the Library Diamond Jubilee Celebration on Friday 
afternoon, it has not been possible to arrange a whole day excursion. 
Thursday afternoon, however, will be devoted to excursions. 
Major Addams Williams of Llangibby Castle, Monmouthshire, 
has invited a party to visit Llangibby, a charming old house in a 
Park, with magnificent views of the Valley of the Usk. Major 
Williams is a keen bock collector, and has a unique collection of 
Monmouthshire literature. Owing to accommodation at Llangibby 
being limited, not more than 100 can be included in this party. 


An alternative excursion has been arranged to the Vale of 
Glamorgan, visiting Llantwit Major and other places of interest. 
No one visiting Cardiff should leave without seeing something of 
the scenery and antiquities of the Vale, which is remarkable fot 
its churches and ruined castles, and this excursion will enable 
members to see a typical portion of this most interesting district. 
Llantwit Major is one of the most interesting historic places in 
Wales. In the latter part of the 5th century it was the seat of an 
monastery and school of divinity, where St. Gildas and other 
famous men of the time were educated. 

After the business meeting on Friday morning members will 
be taken to Llandaff Cathedral, which has many features of great 
interest. 

In the afternoon the Celebration of the Sixtieth Anniversary 
of the establishment of the Cardiff Public Library will be held at 
the Reference Department of the Central Library, when addresses 
will be delivered by Dr. Cowley (Bodley’s Librarian) and others. 
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In the evening seats will be reserved for those members who 
wish to attend one of the light entertainments which are given during 
the season at Roath Park. 

No organised excursions have been arranged for Saturday 
following the Conference, but particulars of Steamer and Charabanc 
trips out of Cardiff on that day will be available at the Conference. 


Naturally, much interest for delegates to the Conference 
centres in the Library itself. 


CARDIFF PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


The Council of the Borough of Cardiff was the earliest authority 
in Wales to adopt the Public Libraries Act of 1855. After an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to secure the adoption of the Act in 1860, a volun- 
tary library was started in 1861, and in 1862 another attempt 
was made which succeeded. Cardiff, therefore, has had its public 
library for 60 years. It developed with the rapid growth of the 
town. Housed originally in a room at the St. Mary Street end 
of the Royal Arcade, it was transferred in 1864 to a building belong- 
ing to the Y.M.C.A. in St. Mary Street, which was rented for the 
purpose. Eventually a new building was erected and opened in 
1882, which included in addition to the Public Library a Museum 
and Science and Art Schools. These institutions soon outgrew 
the building. The Science and Art Schools were transferred to a 
newly-formed Technical Instruction Committee, and housed in 
buildings belonging to the University College, by whom the school 
was administered. Recently the City Council took over the direct 
administration again and erected the New Technical College in 
Cathays Park. 


The Museum was transferred to a separate Committee in 1893, 
and later was handed over to the National Museum of Wales. 
Though a portion of the building is still occupied by the Museum, 
it will be vacated as soon as the new building in Cathays Park is 
ready to take over the collections which have not yet been removed. 
The whole of the building will then be available for library purposes, 
and some much-needed extensions and improvements will be 
carried out. The needs of the library, however, could not wait 
for these developments, and an extension of the building was 
begun in 1893, and completed and opened by King Edward VII. 
in 1896. This comprised the portion of the building extending 
from the Museum entrance in Trinity Street to the Hayes. 


THE CENTRAL LIBRARY. 


In the new portion of the building are the General Reading 
Room, the Women’s Reading Room, and the Reference Library. 
The Lending Library occupies the ground floor of the old building, 
and the Museum the first and second floors. 


THE READING ROOM. 


The General Reading Room on the ground floor is large, well 
lighted, and much frequented, hundreds of people passing through 
its doors daily. Here are provided all the leading London, Pro- 


QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF. 
(By kind permission of Messrs. Cassell & Co., Lid.) 


CaRDIFF CASTLE, 


(By kind permission of Messrs, Cassell & Co., Ltd.) 
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vigcial, Scottish, Irish, and local newspapers, the shipping dailies, 
and a few American and foreign dailies ; weekly newspapers and 
illustrated papers; weekly reviews, weekly and monthly literary 
and scientific and labour journals; the leading monthly magazines, 
official and other publications. At one end of the room special 
stands and shelves are provided for the use of directories and 
other commercial reference works. 


THE REFERENCE LIBRARY. 


This collection, which began with a nucleus of 49 volumes 
about 1864, has been continuously added to until it now numbers, 
sonie 120,000 yolumes, but the ultimate ideal which the Committee 
keeps before it may * be summed up in the words, “ to every 
student his book. This ideal collection is far from having been 

reached, but the cOmprehensive collection of books on all subjects 
in the Reference Library will meet the needs of everyone except 
the very special student, and it is very rarely that a request for 
books or information cannot be satisfactorily met. 


The Reference Library is on the first floor, and is a large, 
well lighted and ventilated, lofty room, with reading tables in the 
centre portion and book stacks on two sides. 


All the publications of the Patent Office are received as issued, 
and a complete set including specifications, abridgements, journals, 
and indexes are available for consultation in the Reference Library. 


Most of the Parliamentary and Official Publications are also 
received regularly, and the more important filed and bound for 
reference. 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS. 


In addition to the main reference collections, the Reference 
Library includes a number of special collections. 


WELSH COLLECTION. 


The most important of these is the Welsh collection. Welsh 
newspapers and periodicals have been taken ever since the library 
was established, and the list of periodicals in the first Annual 
Report includes two Welsh wecklies, and two monthlies and two 
quarterlies, Baner Cymru, Seren Cymru, Diwyziwr, Haul, Gwyd- 
doniadur, and Brython. Gifts and purchases of books on the history, 
topography, antiquities, language, and literature of Wales are 
recorded continuously in the carly reports. These, though at first 
few in number, gradually grew more numerous. The earliest Welsh 
book recorded as a gift was made by Mr. E. Roberts, Cardiff, 
1 vol. Poems by Dewi Wyn o Essyllt, in 1875. This collection now 
contains some 50,000 volumes and pamphlets, its only real rival 
being the National Library of Wales. It is regularly used by Welsh 
scholars and students and others interested in Welsh subjects 
from all parts of the Kingdom, and occasionally by students engaged 
in special research work from continental and other countries. 
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MANUSCRIPTS. 

The MSS. proper number over 800, of which 110 have been 
calendered by the Historical MSS. Commission. They include a 
large number of MSS. in Welsh. The earliest dates from the 13th 
century and is a famous MSS. known as the “ Book of Aneirin,” 
and there are other Welsh MSS. of the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th 
and 18th centuries. The collection also includes heraldic MSS. 
pedigrees and pedigree rolls, court rolls, and other historical and 
genealogical MSS. of considerable importance. 

There is also a small collection of illuminated and other MSS., 
including some Books of Hours, illustrated and decorated with 
miniature paintings. It is hoped to add to this small collection 
from time to time, and make it of real service to palaeography and 
mediaeval art. 

PRINTS, DRAWINGS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The Library has a very large number of prints, drawings, and 
photographs, mainly topographical. The most important item is 
the collection of water colour and other drawings by Charles Norris, 
chiefly of Pembroke subjects. 


OTHER SPECIAL COLLECTIONS. 


There are a number of other special collections, nearly all of 
which have originated from gifts made from time to time. Amongst 
them are a collection of incunabula from the early printing presses 
of Germany, Italy, Switzerland, France, and the Low Countries ; 
early editions of the classics ; a collection of English books printed 
before the year 1640 and later 17th century English literature ; 
an English Drama Collection; 16th and 17th century Italian, 
French, Spanish, and Dutch Books, Emblem books, and other 
Early Illustrated books; books illustrated by Cruikshank and 
other 19th century English illustrated books ; books printed at the 
Kelmscott, Doves, and other modern presses ; a collection of Early 
Children’s books and early educational literature ; contemporary 
French Revolutionary literature ; a collection of 17th and 18th 
century music, which it is hoped to develop into a comprehensive 
music reference collection; a collection of Quaker literature ; 
and other smaller collections. 


CENTRAL LENDING LIBRARY. 


The Central Lending Library is a wide and comprehensive 
collection of books in all branches of literature, and is intended to 
meet any reasonable demands that may be made upon it. The 
standard books, text-books, treatises, and popular books on all 
subjects are well represented on its shelves. 

Included in the Art section is a large and representative 
collection of Musical Works and in the Language and Literature 
section a representative selection of the works of the modern 
European writers in the original languages, including French, 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Flemish, and Russian. 
The total stock of the Central Lending Library is over 45,000 volumes. 
During the last two years it has been re-arranged and re-classified 
as an open access library. 


PENARTH. 
(By kind permission of Messrs. Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd.) 


BRANCH LIBRARIES. 


As the population of Cardiff grew, and the town gradually 
extended further into the adjoining suburbs, demands began 
to be made for branch libraries and reading rooms in the outlying 
districts. Branch reading rooms were opened at Cathays and Roath 
in 1889, and at Canton, Grangetown and the Docks in 1891. The 
first branch library building was erected at Splotlands in 1894 ; 
a building in the Docks was opened in 1898, and new branch library 
buildings were erected at Grangetown and Roath in 1901, and at 
Cathays and Canton‘in 1907. The two latter were Carnegie Buildings 
and included large Children’s Reading Halls. All the branch 
lending libraries are now open access libraries. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


In addition to the branch library service, a school library service 
was organised in 1899, jointly by the Library Committee and the 
Cardiff School Board. Each Elementary School department and 
also the Secondary and Pupil Teachers’ Schools now have school 
libraries for the use of their scholars. The total stock numbers 
over 32,000 vols. and the annual circulation exceeds 370,000 vols. 
The circulation of books through the schools in this way relieves 
the Library Committee of the necessity of providing books for 
the younger children in the libraries, children who use the school 
libraries not being allowed to use the public libraries except on 
the special recommendation of the head teacher. A far greater 
number of children use the school libraries (approximately 9.000 
weekly) than would use the public libraries, and the results derived 
from providing the children with a wide selection of the best juvenile 
literature are wholly beneficial. 
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SPECIAL SERVICES. 


A number of special services have been undertaken in order 
to make the libraries as useful as possible to all classes of the 
community, a feature being the answering of enquiries by telephone. 
This was started in 1907, and has steadily increased in usefulness 
to business men and the public generally. Some 3,000 enquiries 
are dealt with in this way every year. 

The growth of the Library has been continuous. The boundaries 
of Cardiff have recently been extended, and now include the out- 
lying districts of Ely, Llandaff, Llandaff North, part of Whitchurch 
and Llanishen. These new districts will be taken on in November 
next, and the School Library system will be extended to the nine 
additional schools which are in the new atea. A site for one new 
branch library has already been allocated at Mynachdy, and another 
is under consideration at Ely. In addition to these three others 
will probably be needed at Llandaff, Llandaff North and Llanishen, 
together with one for the Roath Park district. The number of 
branch libraries together is likely to be increased to 12 within the 
next few years. The annual circulation for the year ending October 
3ist, 1921, was 871,336, and the circulation for the current year 
is still higher. 


USE OF LIBRARIES. 


Anyone who lives, works, or pays rates in Cardiff is entitled 
to use the lending libraries. Non-residents may also use the lending 
libraries on payment of 2s. 6d. a year. The Reference Library 
and Reading Rooms are freely open to all comers subject to the 
library rules and regulations. 


BOOK SHOPS. 


Book-lovers should take the opportunity of visiting the various 
Cardiff booksellers. 

THE PRINCIPALITY EpucaTionaL Depot Co., Lrp., Y.M.C.A. 
Building (off Queen Street), Cardiff, came of age this vear, the 
manager (Henry R. Firmin) who opened the business for the 
Company being still in charge. The Company caters chiefly for 
the supplying of Text Books, Note Books and other requisites to 
the students of the University and Technical Colleges, Medical 
School, High Schools, etc. In their show-room they have con- 
veniently arranged for inspection a large stock of books for juveniles, 
and they would welcome Librarians to this as well as to other 
departments of their Depot. Besides the foregoing selection of 
books they have Technical and Scientific, Medical, Theological, 
Fiction, Sunday School and Church Requisites, and General 
Literature. 

J. GULLIFORD AND Sons, Booksellers, Stationers, and News- 
paper Agents, have been established over half-a-century. The 
book section is devoted to General Literature, Fiction, and Juvenile 
Books. Guide Books, Maps, and Devotional Books are also stocked, 
but the bulk of the business is in the aforementioned 


GEO. M. HAMMER & CO., LTD. 
Crown Works, St. James’ Rd., 


Manufacturers of every description of 


SCHOOL, INSTITUTE, LIBRARY, OFFICE, MISSION, AND CHURCH FURNITURE 


APPLETON BOOKS 


THE GLIMPSES OF THE MOON. Epitnh WHarton. 


A romance of wide popular «ppeal—of those supreme moments in 
married life when love stands on trial but passes triumphantly 
through al! temptation. 76 


THE HOUSE OF MOHUN. Georce Gisps. 
A society story of the present day in which the author shows what a young 
girl can do in the face of the dramatic realities of life. 76 
THE COVERED WAGON. Emerson Houcu. 


The thrill of the pioneer days in the Golden West is in this magnificent 


novel. The hardships and adventures of the men and women who made 


the great adventure form a wonderful romance. 76 
SENESCENCE. G. Strantey Hatt. 
In this new volume of extraordinary interest the author studies the last 
half of life from every view point. 21/- 
CARUSO’S VOICE PRODUCTION. P. M. Mararioti. 
This work expounds an entirely new method of natural singing used 
by the great tenor, 15/- 


Autumn List now ready. 


25, Bedford Street London 
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Library Supply 


The firm of Messrs. W. & R. HOLMES, Library 

Specialists, of Glasgow and Rochdale, execute 

contracts and orders for Books and 
Apparatus in all parts of the kingdom. 


Messrs. W. & R. HOLMES have had fifty years’ 
experience in supplying to libraries of every 
kind, and have served many education 
authorities in England and Scotland. 


Messrs. W. & R. HOLMES are in a first-class 

position to execute book orders, as they are 

wholesale booksellers, have a large second- 

hand book department, and do a large trade 
in remainders. 


The firm have been honoured by letters of 
thanks from many authorities for services 
received. Their Library Department is highly 
organised to give service with promptitude 
and efficiency. Lists of “ wants” attended to. 


Catalogues supplied. Keenest quotations. 


Head Office: 


3-11 Dunlop St., GLASGOW, 
and at 95 Yorkshire St., Rochdale. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING Co., LTD., have premises at 
55-57, Penarth Road, and Trade Street, Cardiff, and 9, Southampton 
Street, Holborn, London, W.C.1. The firm was established in 
1897 by R. H. Rees, present Managing Director, as the Educational 
Publishing Co., in Merthyr Tydfil, and incorporated as a limited 
company in 1907. This company carries on business as Publishers, 
Printers, Booksellers, and Wholesale Stationers, and claim to be 
pioneers in the publishing of Welsh Books and Charts for teachi 
on the direct method. They own a large number of copyright an 
protected specialities for school use. Mr. Edgar Jones, M.A., of 
Barry, Vice-Chairman of Directors, is Warden of the Guild of 
Graduates and a member of the Welsh University Court. The 
principal shareholder is Lord Howard de Walden. 

Mr. A. E. James is the manager of Messrs. W. H Smith & Son’s 
Cardiff branch which was opened at the end of 1905, and enlarged 
within two years to cope with the increase of business. The circu- 
lating library at this branch is one of the most up-to-date in Wales. 
This firm has also a wholesale branch in Cardiff. 

Librarians who are interested in out-of-the-way items will 
no doubt visit the shop of Messrs. W. E. Criddle & Co., in Queen 
Street. This firm has been established about six - , and has a 
selection of early printed books, MSS., Association ks, Bindings, 
etc. 

Other booksellers in Cardiff are: W. Lewis, in Duke Street, 
an old-established firm; J. H. Dyer, in Queen Street, scholastic, 
technical and general ; and W. Lear, in the Royal Arcade, amongst 
others. 

From this brief account it will be seen that Cardiff is well 
supplied with up-to-date modern book shops, but the standard of 
the Antiquarian Booksellers is not so high, and we include the 
following report of South Wales from our Special Correspondent, 
“‘ Book Collector,”” who gives an account of the conditions in the 
town of Cardiff which we should like to hear refuted :-— 


BOOK COLLECTING IN SOUTH WALES 


Disappointing indeed is South Wales from the point of view of the book 
collector. There seems to be little or no opportunity for him to exercise his 
hobby, although South Wales has many large towns where one would imagine 
there would be any number of antiquarian book stores. I must say I was 
more than disappointed during a recent tour, as I did not get anything worth 
adding to my collection. 

Apparently, when one leaves Gloucester one leaves antiquarian book 
shops behind one, at least that was my experience. There were antique 
shops in Chepstow it is true, but not antiquarian book stores where one could 
hunt and enjoy an hour’s browse among the volumes with a view to including 
some of them in one’s library. A place, however, like Chepstow, which is 
not actually in South Wales, is so near as to be considered part of this part of 
the world, should specialise in such items, as antiquarians are constantly 
paying it a visit on account of their love for Tintern Abbey. The same remark 
applies to Monmouth, which apart from its importance as a town is another 

lace constantly visited by antiquarians, as it is one of the ways of reaching 
Tintern Abbey and one of the exits from the lovely Wye Valley. 

One can easily understand Newport not having much to offer one in the 
way of antiquarian books; but the Newportians certainly miss their way 
by not having at any rate one really good antiquarian book shop, specialising 
in the older Welsh items and in marine books. It was very disappointing 
to me not to find such a shop. 
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And now what about Cardiff ? This city is the keystone of South Wales, 
but as far as I could discover it had not a single second-hand book shop worth 
mentioning. Cardiff, however, with its huge export business, especially coal, 
ought to specialise in colliery items and mineral items generally, as well 
as in old books dealing with South Wales. As an industrial centre for South 
Wales, Cardiff has no equal, and it should therefore look to it that it is possible 
for collectors to get rare scientific items dealing with the various South Wales 
industries. Bearing in mind that the Welsh Tin-Plate trade is one of the oldest, 
and that much of this is handled in and around Cardiff, good scope would 
be found for an antiquarian bookseller specialising in rare Welsh Tin-Plate 
items or books dealing with the places where the Welsh tin-plate trade has 

‘ot a hold. 
Up to the present, Cardiff has neglected the matter of collectors almost 
entirely. I never get reports from Cardiff antiquarian booksellers, and doubt 
if such exist ; but surely one or two of the up-to-date new booksellers in Cardiff 
should realise the wisdom of opening a branch in this direction, as South 
Wales items, whether industrial or otherwise, are most difficult to get and 
are sure of a certain market. 


IN THE WEST. 


Going further west, one can quite understand small places like Llandaff, 
Whitchurch, and Cowbridge not having antiquarian booksellers, and much 
the same remark applies to Ponty-pridd, Pontypool, Port Talbot, and Aber- 
avon, as well as some others ; but I must say I was keenly disappointed not 
to be able to do any collecting in a big place like Bridgend, where apparently 
one can get everything else that one requires except antiquarian books. 
Bearing in mind that Bridgend is the only large town for a considerable 
distance, and that it serves a very large area, there must be enormous scope 
for a shop of this description here. 

The next place I visited was Neath, and here again I had a big disap- 
—— for I was unable to find any antiquarian book shops. I am sure 

need not point out the importance of Neath as an industrial centre, and 
was looking forward to picking up some industrial items in this place. I 
had no opportunity of doing so, as there did not appear to be a single shop 
where they were on sale. 
SWANSEA. 


And now, what about Swansea ? There must be antiquarian book shops 
in a place as large as this, but I was unable to find them and had to go away 
keenly disappointed, with my cheque book in my pocket with as many cheques 
in it as when I arrived. Swansea as well as Cardiff should specialise 
in antiquarian industrial items, also in marine books of all kinds. A special 
line for Swansea might be old books on the Welsh copper industry, which 
is now dying out. There are several very important Welsh tin-plate works 
close to Swansea, and therefore items relating to these trades might also be 
offered. 

And lastly I visited Llanelly, an old, old place where one would imagine 
that there would be an antiquarian book shop in every street. Here again, 
I met with disappointment. I found that the place had a big Y.M.C.A. 
building, where I delivered a lecture on the night of my arrival, but as far 
as I could see there was not a single antiquarian book shop. Here again my 
Wants list was useless, and I might as well have saved myself the trouble 
of carrying it about with me. Llanelly as a centre of industry is, of course, 
a very important one, and as a marine centre it is also worthy of note. Rare 
items dealing with coal and iron also shipping in all branches, which by the 
way are constantly being advertised for, ought to be the specialities of the 
antiquarian booksellers in Llanelly ; but at the same time, bearing in mind 
its nearness to the South Wales mountains, general open-air items might 
well be gone in for. Antiquarian book collectors would naturally make for 
Lianelly rather than Swansea if they had once seen the place, as Llanelly, 
even with its single line tramcars, has an antiquarian appearance which is 
very impressive. 

And so much for my visit. I returned keenly disappointed at the lack 
of opportunity for book collecting in South Wales, but I hope that next 
time I go down into this part of the world some one may have taken the hint 
and opened a really up-to-date store in each of these places. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

WE are interested to note that the Trustees of the British MUSEUM 

are allowing evening lectures to be held there next winter “on 

condition that no expense of any kind fall upon the public funds.” 

Thus a series of no less than 72 lectures has been arranged in the 

Museum for their staffs by the London Westminster, and Parrs an: 

Lloyd’s Bank jointly. We hope this may be the beginning of a 

wide evening use of the Museum for evening lectures in connexion 

with its treasures. 

Several important gifts have recently been made to the Brr- 
MINGHAM Public Libraries. 

At the suggestion of the Rt. Hon. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., 
Mr. Pierpont Morgan has presented twelve large volumes describing 
and illustrating portions of his famous collections. 

From the Swedenborg Society, the committee have received 
a set of phototyped reproductions of the manuscripts of some of 
the most precious works of Emanuel Swedenborg. 

Though many documents, illuminated manuscripts, and early 
printed books have been reproduced, never before have the original 
manuscripts of the works of a single author been issued in this form. 

Dr. Geoffrey Keynes, M.A. has presented a copy of his elaborate 
and important bibliography of William Blake. 

Mrs. George Johnson has sent to the Reference Library the 
collection of about 1,000 lantern slides formerly belonging to the 
late Councillor George Johnson, B.A. Councillor Johnson was an 
authority on ancient stone crosses, and his slides include a large 
number illustrating this important and interesting subject. There 
are also many slides of topographical and antiquarian interest. 

From the executors of the late W. H. Bulpitt, an original work 
of much local interest has been received entitled “A Historical 
Account of the Yardley Charity Trust,”” by W. H. Bulpitt. 

On glancing through the Croypon Annual Report, we notice 
that no less than 18 occasions during last year members of the staff 
gave library lectures, in addition to story hours. At Islington we 
see that four lectures weré given similarly by the staff, and at Wigan 
four also by one member. A library is happily situated when it 
can provide “ extension work from within,’’ and there is no doubt 
that the capacity to lecture is a very useful addition to library 
qualifications. 

The Ear] of Balfour, president of the Lonpon LisBrRary, 
occupied the chair at the eighty-first annual meeting of that insti- 
tution last month, and in the course of an interesting speech em 

hasized the importance and value of the library in the cause of 
iterary and historical research. At the close of the business part 
of the proceedings, Lord Balfour unveiled a portrait by Sir William 

Orpen of Mr. C. T. Hagberg Wright, the secretary and librarian, 
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which had been given to the institution by a member who desired 
to remain anonymous. 

The committee’s report stated that the income for the year 
ended April 30th last was £14,636, and the expenditure £13,973, 
including £1,200 applied to the building extension account, showing 
a balance of income over expenditure of {663. There were now 
4,272 members, being an increase of 142. The circulation of books 
was 158,087 volumes, a decrease of 2,792; 14,583 parcels were 
despatched and 10,689 received. A sum of £2,600 was spent on 
the purchase of books. The number of volumes added to the library 
was 15,786, being an increase of 5,146 volumes. This number 
included the greater part of the Allan library, leaving about 2,000 
volumes still to be catalogued. 

The return of issues at the SHEFFIELD Public Libraries for May 
shows an increase of 21,135 on May of last year. The figures are :— 


Total issues— 
May, 1921 May, 1922. 
Reference Library ... 5,258 ai 6,077 
Commercial Library ... 1,242... 4,580 
Newsrooms ... 603 878 


Delivery Stations 3823 «... Closed 


63,623 ... 4,758 

About 30 members of the SHEFFIELD Public Library staff 
paid a visit to Baslow, on the occasion of their second 
annual excursion. Chatsworth House was visited, and the party 
went through the library by the kind permission of the Duke of 
Devonshire. They were shown many interesting collections by 
Mr. Francis Thompson, who is the Duke’s librarian. Returning 
to the Devonshire Arms Hotel, Baslow, for tea, the party afterwards 
left to view the pretty model village of Edensor. The Chief Librarian 
of Sheffield, Mr. R. J. Gordon, and Mrs. Gordon were with the party. 
SHEFFIELD.—A War Memorial which might with advantage 

be adopted in other towns was unveiled by the Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield (Alderman Charles Simpson) in the Commercial and 
Technical Library, Sheffield, on June 16th. The memorial tablet 
commemorated the gift of a building trade section of books to the 
Commercial and Technical Library by employers and operatives 
in the trades in memory of the members of the trades fallen in 
the war. The Sheffield Independent, commenting on this “ novel 
and practical memorial,” states: ‘‘ The manner in which Sheffield 
building trade employers and operatives elected to honour the 
memory of comrades who fell in the war had the merit of being 
well chosen as well as original. They have given a collection of 
books dealing with their craft to the Commericial and Technical 
Library—something which ensures that the end in view will be 
accomplished while being, at the same time, of value to the city.” 
A list of books dealing with the Shelley Centenary and on 
exhibition in the Wi1GAN Central Reference Library was printed in 
full in all the local newspapers. A similar exhibition is being 
arranged for the centenary of Herschel, the great astronomer, 


Tue Lisrary Worip 
PERSONAL 


In recognition of over fifty years’ conscientious service as Borough 
Librarian of Walsall, a presentation of a suitably inscribed booklet 
and a cheque for £61 1s. 6d. was made to MR. ALFRED MorRGAN. 


Councillor O’Meara congratulated the librarian on his fine 
record. That presentation was a recognition in some small way 
of the very faithful and efficient service which Mr. Morgan had 
rendered the town as a public official. He knew that Mr. Morgan 
would not regard it from the point of view of pounds, shillings and 
pence, but as a small token of their admiration for the yeoman 
service he had given throughout those long years. During the 
dark days of the war, when the library was understaffed, Mr. 
Morgan laboured long and ungrudgingly. They hoped that he 
would be long spared. 


The Mayor, in making the presentation, said he did so with 
more than ordinary pleasure, seeing that ever since he commenced 
to read Mr. Morgan had guided his literary footsteps. In the old 
days when he (the speaker) attended the Grammar School and 
went for his books to the library, Mr. Morgan would give as much 
attention to him as a boy as he would to the Mayor of the town. 
During the long period that Mr. Morgan had served the town he 
had always endeavoured to do his duty in a courteous and gentle- 
manly manner. From a small beginning, Mr. Morgan had done 
much to build up the Library to its present fine proportions. 


Responding, Mr. Morgan outlined the growth of the Library 
from the time when he took charge of what was then a small collec- 
tion of some 5,300 volumes. In the year 1873, when first he came 
to the town, there were 36,850 issued. To-day there were 24,000 
books in the lending library, 3,066 in the reference library, and 
2,518 in the Staffordshire collection, making a total of 29,584 
volumes. Last year there were issued from the library 132,097 
volumes. When he commenced in Walsall the Library rate only 
realised £314. Now they were allowed to spend £3,051. So they 
would realise that during that half-century considerable progress 
had been made. But that progress should not be entirely attributed 
to him by any means. He had always been well supported by an 
excellent committee. Concluding, Mr. Morgan again sincerely 
thanked all the subscribers and assured them that their testimonial 
would ever be treasured, and he would retain the best memories 
of the many kindnesses he had received during his period of service. 


Kirsy, S., F.L.A., Deputy Librarian, Wood Green Public Library, 
to be senior Assistant at the Tottenham Public Libraries and 
Museum. (The other selected candidates were Messrs. Hodges 
Hammersmith ; Sanford, Fulham; and Coltman, Battersea 
Trades Council, and formerly Librarian of Southall-Norwood). 


Howartn, S. J., Senior Assistant-in-charge, Branch Library, 
Tottenham, to be Borough Librarian, Ilkeston, Derbyshire. 


260 Tue Lisrary Worip 


Many of the older members of the Library Association will 
learn with regret of the death, at the advanced age of 87, of ex- 
Alderman W. H. Brittain, J. P., who was President of the Associa- 
tion in 1909. He was a member of the Sheffield Public Libraries 
Committee from 1871 to 1920, and for 35 years was Chairman of the 
Committee. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE, SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


Examination Results, June, 1922 


FULL DIPLOMA. 

Amabel C. my Marjorie N. Harris, F. M. C. Johnson, G. E. W. Meister, W. B. Pickard, 
Margaret J. C. Reid, F. E. Sandry, Jessie R. Stewart, Mary R. Taylor, Gwendolen Woodward. 
LATIN ONLY, TO BE TAKEN TO COMPLETE Di1PLoma. —Evelyn E. Char esworth, W. T. Creed. 

Aut Susjects Passep excert Latin anp Frencu.—W. P. Bennett, H. W. Moore. 
FIRST PART OF DIPLOMA. 

Aileen Ashford, M. Baber, Dorothy Catley, Dorothy Coates, Eileen H. Colwell, Sylvia E. S. 
Green, Doris M. Hanks, Louisa F. Hogs, D “~~ 1. Jes Kelsey, ‘Doris A. Lush, Mary C. Stanley- 
Smith, Marion E. Tennant, Edith M 
First Part oF DIPLOMA EXCEPT ONE At. 4, ae H. Chambers, Gladys M. C. Macardle, 
T. W. Muskett. 

Sessional Examination Results 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

First-Ciass Certiricates.: 1, Taylor (Mary R.); 2, Johnson (F. M. C.); 3, Harris (Mar- 

ie N.); 4, Creed (W. T.). Seconp Crass: Baber (M.), Charlesworth (Evelyn E.), Moore 
W.), (Gwendolen). Tuirp Bennett (P. W.), Boyd (Amabel C.), Hazard 

Gladys, Mrs.), Hogg (Louisa 4 .), Meister (G. E. W.) Pickard (W. B.), Waite (C. H.). 

TALOGUING AND INDE 

First CLass Taneseeatine White (Edith M. L. M.); 2, Coates (Dorothy); 3, 2 
Louisa F.). Seconp Crass: Catley (Dorothy), Colwell (Eileen H.), Green (Sylvia E. S.), L 

{Doris A.), Taylor (Mary R.). Tuirp Crass: Ashford (Aileen L.), Bailey (V.), Candy (Irene M. ), 
hambers (Constance H.), Hanks (Doris M.), Kelsey (Doris E. M.), Kolderup (Sigrid), Meister 
G. E.), Muskett (T. W.), Pickard (W. B.), Stanley-Smith (Mary C.), Tennant (Marion E.), Woodward 
Gwendolen). 

LASSIFICATION. 

First CLass CERTIFICATES : Green ope 2, White, (Edith M. L. M.); 3, Catley 
Dorothy); 4, Harris (Marjorie). A CLass yd (Amabel), <aaey (Irene M.), Chambers 
Constance H.), Charlesworth (Evelyn E.), Dawson (Emma), Hitchcock (Florence O.), H 
Louisa), Johnson (F. M. C.), Johnston (Jessie G. H. _Kelsey (Doris E. M.), Kolderw (Sigri " 

ush (Doris A.), Macardle (Gladys M. C.), Muskett (T. W.), Salmon (Dorothy), Stewart (Jessie R.), 
Taylor (Mary R.), Woodward (Gwendolen). Tuirp Crass: Ashford (Aileen L.), Baber (M.), 
Coates (Dorothy), Cohen (Margaret), Colwell (Eileen H.), Hanks (Doris M.), Lambert (C. . 
ere} by B.), Snow (Kathleen), Stanley-Smith (Mary C.), Stock (Ronwen), Tennant (Marion E. . 

hite (A. G 
LIBRARY ORGANISATION. 

Seconp Crass: Boyd (Amabel C.), Charlesworth (Evelyn E.), Creed (W. T.), Garner (E. MAS 
‘ohnson (F. M. C.), Moore (H. W.), Stewart (jessie R.), Ly en (Mary R.), Woodward Gwend olen) 
nirp CLass: Bennett (P. W.), Burgess (S. W.), Hogg (Louisa F.), Meister (G. E. W.), Muskett 

(ian W.), Pickard (W. B.). 

BRARY ROUTINE. 

First Crass Certiricates: 1, Taylor (Mary R.); 2, Harris (Marjorie N.). Seconp Crass: 
Hogg (Louisa F.), Pickard (W. B.). Tutrp Crass: Giles (Sylvia B.), Muskett (T. W.), Nolan 
(Grendate - ), Reid (Margaret J. C.), Snow (Kathleen M.), Threlfall (W.), Winberg (R.), Woodward 
Gwendolen). 

TERARY HISTORY AND BOOK SELECTION. 

Firest Crass Certiricates: 1, Taylor (Mary R.); 2, Harris (Marjorie N.); 3, Woodward 
Gwendolen). eee Crass : Boyd (Amabel C.), Creed (W.T.), Dawson (Emma), “ym 
F. C.), Pickard (W. B.). Turrp Crass: Ashford (Aileen L.), Baber (M.), Bennett (P. 

xon (H. P.), Gibbons (Stella D.), Marshall (Edith), Moore (H. W.), Stevens (F. L.), srhecker 
Angela C.). 

ALAEOGRAPHY AND ARCHIVES. 

Fiast Crass Certiricatrses: 1, Taylor (Mary R.); 2, Johnson (F. M.C.); 3, 


N.); 4, Woodward (Gwendolen). Srconp Crass: Charlesworth (Evel E.}, C 
Reid (Margaret J. (Jessie R.). Tuirp Crass: .), Boyd C.), 
Dawson : Hogg (Lo .), Moore (H. W.), Pickard (W. B 

ENGLIS 


First Certiricatses : 1, Thackwell (Angela C.); 2, Coates (Dorothy), 
4, Dawson (Emma), Hanke (Doris M.); 6, Green (Sylvia E. S.), Macardle (Glad C.), 
(Mary R.), Woodward (Gwendolen). Ssconp Crass: Baber (M.), Catley ( 
Churchill (Mary M.), Johnson (F. M. C.), Lush (Doris A.), Pickard (W. B.), Ténnant (Marion 
White (Edith M. L. M. ii Crass : Boyd (Amabel C.), Candy (Irene M. 
Chambers (Constance H.), Colwell (Eileen ckson (Beatrice M.), — J 


G. H.), Kelsey (Doris E. M.), Kolderup (Si d}, on em (Mary C.), Winberg (R. 
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LIBRARY REPORTS. 


CovENTRY (CiTy). Two year’s work of the Coventry Public Libraries: 
Report of committee, 1920-1822. City Librarian: Ernest A. 
Savage, F.L.A. (to Feb. 1922) ; since Feb., Charles Nowell, F.L.A, 
Population, 128,205. Stock, 90,443; Issues, 1921-22: Lending, 
335,869 ; juvenile literature, 58,664; reference (including 
Commercial Library), 55,263. Income, £6,464. Expenditure— 
salaries, £2,569; books, binding, and periodicals, £2,058. 


When accepting the resignation of Mr. Savage (on his appointment to 
Edinburgh) the Committee placed on record “ its high appreciation of the 
excellent services he has rendered as City Librarian ”’; this report reflects 
in no uncertain way the effect upon the library system of the work of one 
of our most resourceful, original, and able librarians. All round steady pro- 
gress is shown. In 1919-1920 the total was 380,170; in the following year 
it increased to 425,281, whilst in the last twelve months it amounted to 450,796 
—and this in spite of the closing for a short period for re-decoration of all 
the Branch Libraries, and other circumstances likely to effect adversely the 
total issue. 

One of the outstanding improvements of the period has been the inaugura- 
tion of the special Commercial Room, developed from the Commercial Section 
of the Reference Library, an improvement made feasible by wholesale re- 
adaptation of the Central building, the Hall previously used as a newsroom 
being taken over by the Lending Department and the space thus released con- 
verted into the Commercial Library. The value of such a department, especially 
in a town like Coventry, is immense, and it is pleasing to know that it is 
appreciated both by the public and by the Chamber of Commerce, which 
presents regularly as received all publications sent to it. 

The Report, which is tastefully produced, contains two illustrations of 
the Gulson Home Reading Library and of the Commercial Library. Mr. 
Nowell is indeed to be congratulated on securing, as his first command, so 
well-organised a library, and commiserated a little on the very difficult 
task he has of following a great librarian. We do not think he will fail in this 


high privilege. 

Croypon (County BorovuGn). Twenty-third Annual Report of 
the Libraries Committee, to March 3lst, 1922. Chief Librarian, 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A.. Population, 190,877. Stock: 
Lending, 71,764 ; Reference, 21,591. Issues: Lending, 492,965 ; 
Reference, 161,669; Lantern Slides, Illustrations, Prints, etc. 
22,300. Income, £9,046. Expenditure: Salaries, {£3,707 ; 
Books, Binding, and Periodicals, £3,076 ; fabric charges, £1,473. 


The following is quoted from the first paragraph :—‘‘ Whatever may be 
thought of the political and financial conditions of the country, there has 
certainly been no stagnation or even marking time in its intellectual life. The 
demand for books and for reading matter in other forms, for lectures on in- 
formative subjects, and indeed for information generally, surpassed all previous 
experience.”” It is clear from a glance at this report that, in spite of financial 
and other difficulties, the Croydon libraries have been able to cope with this 
demand. But that is not all. To an extent much greater than might appear 
the Public Library is responsible for the fact that there is nointellectual stagna- 
tion, for not only does a well-organised system meet the demand for knowledge,- 
it helps, also, to create it. If only libraries are given due public support will 
it not be possible to say—at least, for we will not be too confident—that “ in 
future whatever may be thought of the political and financial conditions,” 
it isn’t our fault that they aren’t better. Politically, we can provide every 
man with the sound, unbiased, unsentimental knowledge of economic and 
political factors that alone can bring a secure democracy ; financially, since 


262 Tue Lisrary Worip 


only by commerce and industry can our financial position be secured, there is 

the Commercial Library, backed up by the resources of the reference library, 

a department that is, at Cro,don, utilised to the extent of a daily average 

issue of 533 volumes. 

The Commercial Section at Croydon is a development of the last year, 
but already it has more than justified its existence. ‘‘ The ideal of the Com- 
mittee is that whenever a citizen of Croydon is in want of information of any 
kind, he shall naturally turn to the Library for it. This ideal is likely to be 
realised. During the few months the facility has existed, some 1,200 citizens 
in want of information have made inquiries by telephone, apart from those who 

id the section a per-onal visit. And others, from Southampton to Dundee, 

ve made enquiries that have been answered, since, though the work is 
naturally design«d solely for Croydonians, it is believed that to do so can only 
be to the benefit of the Borough. 

Another outstanding development was the adaptation as a children’s 
room, at a very small expense, of the Thornton Heath Branch Lecture Hall, 
for use during the hours when it is not required for lecture purposes, on the 
same principle as the Central Junior Library. This branch is in a populous, 
somewhat poor neighbourhood, where such a library is a valuable social 
asset. That it is well used is shown by the daily average issue of 246; that is 
to say, that in the time it took Jules Verne’s traveller to go round the world, 
20,000 books had been borrowed. 

The other activities of the Croydon system, well known to all of us, 
have been maintained and in every case proved more popular than ever. 
To mention only the lecture work—in which the Committee can rightly claim 
to lead the country—104 lectures and 37 story hours were arranged for adults 
and children, apart from University Extension and other lectures, the or- 
ganisers of which were given the willing hospitality of the committee. 

The report includes a list of the talks and readings, an account of the 
provision made in the Commercial Section (this has been reprinted for dis- 
tribution) and a report on the work of the Junior Libraries. [Illustrations are 

iven of the Thornton Heath Junior Library—quite a twin sister of the 
utifully arranged room at Croydon Central—and of the Central Newsroom, 
which was re-fitted and re-decorated during the year. 

The issues increased by 69,223 over the previous year—124,502 in excess 
of the highest pre-war total—although the Central Library was closed for a 
fortnight while re-decoration was in progress. 

Rocupate (County Borovucn).  Fifty-first Annual Report of 
Public Library, Art Gallery, and Museum Committee, 1921-22 
Chief Librarian, C. Stott. Population, 92,700. Stock: Lending, 
32,385; Reference, 19,548. Issues: Lending, 248,955; Chil- 
dren’s Reading Room, 13,277; Reference, 28,086. Income 
(rate for library, museum, and art gallery is 2.22d.), £4,365. Ex- 
penditure: Salaries, £1,604; Books, Binding, and Periodicals, 
£948 ; Lectures, £43; Fabric Charges, £1,275. 

The open access system has been in operation during the whole of the year, 
the result being an increased issue on the previous year of 47,106, and—a 
noteworthy fact—while this represents only a 17% increase in fiction issues, 
the non-fiction issues have increased by 53%. A “ students’ room” was 
opened last June and has been greatly appreciated. ‘‘ It provides a quiet 
retreat where study can be pursued under favourable conditions,” often im- 
possible in the readers’ households. 

Wican (County Borovcu). Public Libraries Forty-Fourth 
Annual Report, April, 1921-March, 1922. Chief Librarian: 
Arthur John Hawkes. Population, 91,200. Stock, 87,761. 
Issues : Lending, 120,313; Reference (directories use estimated 
30,000), 55,307; children, 22,992. No financial statement. 

We have followed with sympathetic interest the progress of the Wigan 
Libraries under the direction of Mr. Hawkes. Of old, Wigan was famous for 
its Reference Library, its colossal authorjcatalogues, and the fact that although 
it was a mining town—what was Sir Wm. Bailey’s bon mot? ‘‘ Wigan is hell, 
but Widnes is hell with the lid off ""—it possessed not only a collection on 
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that subject but also a collection of incunabula. Mr. Folkard was a scholar, 
a good man, and a conservative, and he cared little for the modern side of 
librarianship. Mr. Hawkes and his staff have had much to do to reorganize 
the system to meet modern conditions. The libraries had to be re-classified 
before they could be opened on the open shelf system; lectures have been 
| = yey at the Technical College, which drew enormous audiences of from 
to 1,200 each (obviously the work meets a great need) ; work with children 
has been developed, four lectures on “‘ The Story of Painting ’’ being given by 
by Chief Assistant, Mr. L. R. McColvin, who ably seconds the work of his 
Chief—and one on “‘ Child Characters in Dickens,” by Rev. L. Gibbs. It should 
be noted that the Reference Library is being classified on the Library of Con- 
scheme, a daring experiment in an Engiish 'ibrary, and one in which Mr. 
awkes is accompanied in these islands only by his old library, the National 
Library of Wales. Asa result of the year’s work the issues increased by 48,095. 
Our only criticism of an otherwise excellent report, which shows that the Wigan 
libraries are in the hands of live people who have high qualifications for their 
work, is the absence of a single financial figure to enable us to estimate the cost 
of the work. Mr. Hawkes should see to this in future. : 
The following information reaches us from WorTHING Library. 
The Library is wholly staffed by women. Its stock is 21,596 volumes, 
15,613 volumes of which are in the Lending Library and 5,983 in 
the Reference Library. The last Annual Issue in the Lending 
Library was 125,722, and a recent day’s issue in that department 
was 1,202. The Reference Library issues (approximately) 20,000 
There are 5,661 registered Borrowers. 5s. Annual Tickets are issued 
to non-residents within a radius of ten miles. The “‘ Sussex Collec- 
tion’ of Books, MSS., Prints, and Maps is one of the finest in 
existence, and arrangements are being made to house the Collec- 


tion in a special room. 
BULLETINS. 


GATESHEAD LIBRARY REcoRD, No. 21, Jan.-May, 1922. 

This issue contains an article on “‘Some Gateshead Knights, 1603-1922,” 
by John Oxberry, illustrated by a full-page portrait of the latest knight, Sir 
John MacCoy, the first Mayor of the Town to enjoy this distinction. Fifteen 
pages are devoted to an annotated list of additions. As has been proved by 
the experience of other libraries, e.g., Croydon, the publication of articles 
dealing with local history helps not only to increase the sale of the bulletin, 
but also to introduce the libraries to many who, though interested in local 
history, have overlooked the great repository of literature on the subject. 
BULLETIN OF THE GRAND Raprips Pusiic Lrprary, Vol. 19, No 3, 

May-June, 1922. 

Here we have a bibliography of incalculable value to all mankind—a list 
of about three hundred and fifty ‘‘ Cheerful Books.”” Fancy! Are there any 
true philanthropists wko would undertake to distribute, to all the miserable 
bad-tempered people they meet, copies of this list, with the address of the 
nearest public library printed at the top ? Is this not a suggestion to the L.A. 
Publicity Committee ? 

IsLINGTON PuBiic LipRARIES BULLETIN, Vol. 1, No. 5, June, 1922. 

Gives a long and interesting list, in dictionary form, of recent additions. 

A Shelley Memorial Celebration, organised by Dr. F. H. Hayward, was 
held in the Central Library Hall on June 24th. 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. THE LIBRARY AND THE MUSEUM THEREIN, 
Vol. 1, No. 8, April, 1922. 

This issue includes the 32nd Annual Report of the library. Most interest- 
ing is an article on ‘‘ Five Books by Five Intelligent Men ""—the books being: 
Carveth Read’s The Origin of Man; Rear Admiral Bradley Fiske’s Inven- 
tion : the master-key to progress ; Well’s, Outline of History; H.W. van Loon’s 
Story of Mankind; and Joseph McCabe’s Evolution of Civilisation. This is 
followed by a list of some 35 “‘ Books on ‘ Man,’ the Proper Th Mankind.”’ 
Norwich Pusiic Liprary Reapers’ Guipe, Vol. 8, No. 3, July- 


Sept., 1922. 
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Contains a three-page annotated reading list in connection with the Shelley 
Centenary, illustrated by an excellent reproduction of Miss Curran’s famous 
portrait of the poet. In common with several other libraries, e.g., Wigan, an 
exhibition of books was arranged in the Reference Library, and a public 
lecture was given by Mr. M. M. Pattison Muir, M.A., on the centenary day. 
Schucking (Levin L.) CHARACTER PROBLEMS IN SHAKESPEARE’S 

Prays. Cloth, demy 8vo, 272 pp. George G. Harrap and Co., 
1922, 10s. 6d. net 

Books on Shakespeare's characters are always worth attention, and 
Professor Schucking throws new light on the question, as he emphasizes the 
point of the impression made by the different character-studies on the audiences 
of Shakespeare’s own time. 

Howarth (O. J. R., O.B.E., M.A.) THE British ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE: A Retrospect, 1831-1921. 
8vo, cloth, 320 pp. Published by the Association at its Office in 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.1., 1922. 7s. 6d. net 

A complete record of the work of the British Association would occupy 
many volumes, and the Secretary, whilst confining himself to some three 
hundred pages, has achieved a comprehensive review of its activities, which 
cannot fail to be valuable. An appendix deals with the dates and places of 
the Annual Meetings and Biographical Notes on the Presidents of the Associa- 
tion, arranged in chronological order. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

Aldred (Thomas) A List oF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN SEQUEL 
Stories (stocked by Grafton). 4to, boards, 74 pp. The Library 
Assistants’ Association, 1922, 6s net. 

Mr. Aldred has compiled a very useful catalogue of sequel stories; that 
is to say, of stories in which the same character appears in more than one book, 
of series forming a continuous narrative of events, and other connected tales, 
and thus merits the gratitude of all librarians, who are always being asked 
questions which can be answered out of this little volume. A short list on 
similar lines was printed in ‘‘ The Library World ” in 1901, and now has been 
brought up to date and elaborated, so as to make a complete reference book 
for English fiction and translations of well known stories into English. 


Gray (Duncan) County Lrsrary Systems: their history, organisa- 
tion and administration. 184 pp. Coptic Series (Grafton and Co.), 
1922, 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Duncan Gray is to be congratulated on this little book. He has 
courage to write on something of which there is so little data. Yet so well has 
he accomplished his task, and so great is the want fulfilled, that this book must 
have an influence on county library development. He will at some later date 
prepare a new edition, and we wonder how much of the present matter he will 
retain. The last edition of Brown’s ‘‘ Manual of Library Economy ”’ differs 
considerably from the first edition, inasmuch as it marks progress ; and with 
this as our purpose we hope that we may be allowed to express ourselves 
freely, not as negative criticism but as a point of view, to serve the one object 
of solving the county library problem. 

After an historical sketch of the development of rural libraries, we have 
a resume of the legislation, and some ideas of internal policy. Here we are not 
satisfied. There is an external policy requiring definite consideration. What 
should be the actual provisions of a county library system? Can rural dis- 
tricts be better served from a separate authority, or should they make use of 
existing library authorities ? At least two paper schemes have been prepared 
applying urban library principles to county systems, and we should have liked 

em analysed. This would have indicated quite clearly how a county system 
must of necessity differ from the urban idea, owing to the distribution of popu- 

lation and the lesser financial resources. The matter resolves itself into a 

question of how far library facilities on the basis of equal contribution can be 

enjoyed by the individual in the rural district as compared with the urban 
ratepayer. This question has yet to be answered, and we ho that Mr. Gray 
would have made a statement of how far it was economically possible to go. 
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We would suggest that all counties are working below the minimum factor of 
requirement, and a definite statement coming from an experienced trained 
librarian would have had a great influence in future policy. 

His chapter on staffing resolves itself into an adequate statement of the 
need for a trained librarian. How necessary is this advice, but why does it 
need such repetition ? An Education Authority requiring a stores clerk would 
appoint one with experience of school supplies, yet we find them employing 
clerks as librarians quite freely. These so called librarians have to seek their 
knowledge as best they can, and the writer of this note had the experience of 
being asked by such an one, “Can you advise me hov to set about book 
buying ?”” However, these librarians have come to stay, and here is the want 
for such a book as this. Perhaps Mr. Gray, and the other members of our pro- 
fession who write, are too generous and public spirited. 

The principle regarding library equipment is very sound—Economy 
everywhere in the interests of book supply. May we say that we are not 
enamoured by Mr. Gray’s design for a card cabinet, and had hoped for some- 
thing new in regard to transport boxes. Surplus ammunition boxes are the 
best in these pioneer days, but what of the future. We want ideas for a box 
which may be converted into book shelves. 

His factors regarding book selection have little value; each district 
must compile these to meet its own requirements, but one agrees with him 
that town library factors are equally valueless inasmuch as they do not 
represent stocks of live books. How true this is, but how unrecognised by 
the average librarian! Mr. Gray deserves the O.B.E. for compiling a list e 
authors, after one other writer’s experience in this direction. We will leave 
remarks on this to our friend F.B. of ‘‘ Current Views’ (what the initials 
indicate we are not sure, but we can solve one part, viz., Funny B———). 

The chapter on executive work contains no alternative suggestions of 
method. Inasmuch as the county library systems are capable of great expan- 
sion in the future we should suggest a more modern system of organisation. 
All records should be maintained on cards or loose leaves, and in spite of Mr. 
Gray’s statement that the accessions number individualises the book 
sufficiently, we would always advocate the use of book numbers bearing a 
definite mnemonic relation to the book itself. 

The chapters on the all important subjects of transport and library 

branches are good, but the administrative forms recommended indicate no 
improvements on those instituted by the Carnegie Trustees. These necessitate 
too much clerical labour all round, and we suggest that the future will see 
them all scrapped. His scale of fines is capable of much “ frightfulness."” We 
would rather that the fines were deleted altogether in these democratic days; 
they do not add to the financial resources of the library, and we would suggest 
that there is sufficient personal touch in the small districts to make them un- 
necessary. 
Finally we should like some ideas for the future development. What are 
the county systems to aim at ? Guidance from one of the few trained librarians 
devoted to county library work would have been invaluable at this juncture. 
It is the national development that should be our objective, and this receives 
too little notice. How can county libraries co-operate with existing libraries ? 
We do not think Mr. Gray is a co-operator. He disagrees with the Central 
Library for Students. He may be right in his arguments which will hold good 
for any system of co-operation. The “ parish pump ’’ must suffer for the good 
of the general community. His argument is that by using the Central Library, 
an authority would only save 50% on the purchase price of the books borrowed. 
We do not agree with his reckoning, but, assuming his figures to be correct, 
we would point out that the value of the possession of a book by a library 
is nil. A book secured by a library for its reader is the unit of service, and 
that is what the public are paying for. We advocate the support of the 
Central Library because it will be able to supply books that no one library 
can afford to possess. Then we shall be able to realise the true ambition of 
a progressive librarian—to do away with the deplorable but common reply 
“* Weare sorry, but the book is not in the library.” —R. WRIGHT. 


BaKER (Ernest A.) The Public Library. 4+245 pp. 13 illus. 
9 by 53#ins. Cloth. Daniel O’Connor. 12s. 6d. net. 


This interesting and physically agreeable volume is addressed to the 
genera! public rather than to the librarian, and Dr. Baker has avoided the 
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Scylla of too much technicality and the Charybdis of too little explanation 
with much skill. Owing to the peculiarly dominating position in librarianship 
which he holds as the head of the University of London School of Librarianship, 
Dr. Baker's views are of great importance to librarians and will assuredly 
influence the coming generation of librarians. The book must be read, 
therefore, by present librarians not merely for its descriptive merits, which 
appear to be great, but as a considered work on library policy. It invites, 
even challenges, criticism, and that is a merit which we recognize. 

As a whole, it may be described as a summing-up of past history and 

resent activity, leading to a plea for co-ordination to be brought about by 
legislative centralization. An admirable historical chapter is a prelude to 
a description of an advanced library service in which the usual departments, 
lending, reference, periodical and newspaper rooms, are reviewed, related, and 
criticised : a sound, moderate section this, which will be objected to only by 
librarians who are content with the library as a mere machine for the supply 
of literary material on conservative lines. This is followed by a chapter on 
library extension, which we commend to those who have read with wonder 
and surmise the extraordinary references to extension work in the Editorial, 
entitled ‘‘ The Cardiff Conference ’’ in the June Library Association Record. 
That Editorial says (in 1922, be it remarked) : ‘‘ The present position of many 
librarians towards extension work is that they will wait with an open mind 
and a shut purse for some direct sign that the venture will be profitable.” 
We think that the mind of ‘ many a librarian ’’ may possibly be open, but 
the eyes are not, apparently! Dr. Baker shows conclusively that the library 
which is without extension work of some kind, appropriate to the population 
it serves, is fulfilling only a part of its possibilities; and under this head 
he includes lectures, exhibitions, readings, library work with children in 
all its forms, co-operation with schools, and commercial and technical libraries 
and sections. The chapters on Rural Libraries and on Training in Librarian- 
ship are good ones, but need not detain us except to remark that Dr. Baker 
sees clearly the significance of the rural movement as a beginning of high 
value, which must be developed greatly to serve its intentions. 

We may add that one of the difficulties of library work arises from the 
tendency of its promoters to describe as perfect and adequate methods which 
are clearly but experimental and partial, and to give the name of the finished 
product to their attempts. Thus, one is lead to believe that the excellent 
experiment of the Central Library for Students is a satisfactory central 
distributing service, when librarians know that it is the merest beginning 
of a service which must be developed more than a hundredfold if it is to 
do the work which some enthusiasts describe it as doing already. So, of course, 
with rural schemes, and, indeed, with Urban libraries, not one of which is 
really adequate. Naturally, we should urge the importance of our functions, 
but we must not, as librarians, indulge in cant. 

The principal part of our book is the chapter on “A National Library 
Service,’’ which has material for discussion at half-a-dozen Library Association 
meetings. Here it is clearly shown that the present disparate, unconnected 
working of municipal and other public libraries leads to duplication on 
extravagant lines, and want of economy in cataloguing, indexing, book- 
binding, and other necessary work ; moreover, the lack of intercommunication 
and interchange, both of books and borrowing facilities, results in the minimum 
of advantage to readers. London, Dr. Baker asserts, is the cardinal example 
of this want of co-ordination, and he desires the scrapping of the Borough 
reference libraries and the creation from their combined stocks of six or 
eight great reference libraries accessible to the whole population, and so 

lotted out that one of them is within a tram-ride of every possible reader. 

n the provinces he desires a form of co-ordination which shall make the whole 
country revolve around selected centres which shall act as library power- 
houses of the towns and the rural districts allotted to them. He deals drasti- 
cally with the report of the Committee on Adult Education in its references 
to technical libraries, showing the utter wastefulness of the system proposed, 
which makes the industry the unit and source of the library ; in fact, he makes 
hay of its proposals, as also of its silly estimates of the cost of an adequate 
central lending repository for the country. Dr. Baker obviously believes that 
the Board of Education should control and inspect libraries, and that the 
Local Education Committee should be the authority in the localities, but 
should work through a special library sub-committee. 
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There is much more in the book upon which librarians will be sharply 
divided ; and, in view of our opening remarks, they must make acquaintance 
with it. It is fresh, enthusiastic, and interesting throughout. 

Sayers (W. C. Berwick) An Introduction to Library Classifica- 
tion: Theoretical, Historical, and Practical; and a Short Course 
in Practical Classification : with Readings, Questions, and Exam- 
ination Papers. Second edition, revised. 256 pp., cr. 8vo, cloth 


gilt. Grafton and Co., 10s 6d. net. 
A review of this important new edition will appear in our next issue. 
GENERAL. 
CATALOGUE OF PARLIAMENTARY Papers, 1911-1920, being the 
Second Decennial Supplement to the Catalogue of Parliamentary 
Papers, 1801-1900. 4to, cloth, 62 pp. P.S. King and Son, Ltd., 


1922. 

An alphabetic subject list of all parliamentary papers covering an im- 
portant period of ten years, which will enable librarians and others to decide 
which they wish to apply for. The work is also very handy for a subject 
catalogue for the use of readers after the papers have been obtained. Prices 
are given in each case and usually an annotated note or analysis of contents 
is included. The book is in large quarto form, strongly bound in good clot 1. 
The printing is in double columns and very clear, considering the amount of 
matter to each page, wide margins being supplied for the use of librarians 
and others wishing to make notes or insert shelf or reference numbers. 


FICTION. 


Gibbs (George) THE House oF Monun. Cloth, 8vo, 356 pp., 
frontispiece. D. Appleton and Co., 1922. 7s. 6d. net. 

A fascinating story of the young American post-war flapper who dares 
all, says all, and enjoys all, and who, while apparently exceeding the bounds 
of all conventionality and modesty, manages to retain not only her self-respect, 
but an untarnished reputation for uprightness. Piqued by his eccentricities, 
she eggs on a young professor to deeds of daring do, and finds that in spite 
of his tortoise-shell spectacles and an air of owl-like sagacity which accords 
ill with his intriguing boyish smile he can ride like the devil. The first portionof 
the book sparkles with clever sayings of the smart set. ‘‘The average debutante.” 
says his friend to Professor Sangree, ‘‘ could teach you more of life itself in 
twenty minutes than you could learn in twenty years among the vestiges of 
forgotten races.” And so it turns out to be, although it takes Sangree a little 
longer than that to find himself and his heroine Cherry after she has proved, 
through family misfortune, what she can do when actually face to face with 
the stern realities of life. 

Wharton (Edith) Tae GLIMPsEs OF THE Moon, cr. 8vo. D. Appleton 
and Co., 1922. 7s. 6d. net. 

A society novel by this well-known and reliable author, dealing with 
the struggle of two impecunious people who marry and still wish to be in the 
swim without descending to sordid means to hold their position. A brilliant 
story of the American smart world, proving that love alone can conquer the 
dangers and temptations which lurk in the path of those brought up in luxury. 


PUBLISHER’S EXHIBITION. 


HERE will be as usual the Annual Publishers’ Exhibition at the Cardiff 
Conference, which will be held in the Entrance Hall of the Technical 
School, Cathays Park. It is hoped that delegates will make a point of giving 
as much time as possible to the various exhibits. 
| Py. ere emer are certain to require the new and up-to-date revised 
Chambers’s Encyclopedia, one of the most useful of reference works, 
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of which the first volume is now ready. Important new writers have been 
added to the already comprehensive list of expert contributors. Messrs 
CuAMBERs have also a splendid selection of new juvenile books, and librarians 
will find it well worth while to devote time and careful attention to their 
publications. 
HOSE who desire the best book bargains will flock to the stand of Boots’ 
Booktovers’ Liprary, where Mr. Frank Richardson will preside, 
as he generally does at the Library Association Conference Publishers’ Exhibi- 
tions, over a remarkably comprehensive collection of replacements and other 
highly desirable items for the bookshelves. 
yy esses. SHANNON offer special attractions this year to librarians by 
nature of the developments they have made in their Card Record 
Systems, and they also have, as usual, an excellent selection of space-saving 
adjustable steel shelving. 
Na pe books are always reliable, and the Appleton oes is a seal 
of excellence. Two of their latest novels are reviewed in this number, 
and should be in every library. 
| a VAN LOON, author of The Story of Mankind, has been awarded the 
John Newbery Medal by the American Library Association, and 
Messrs. Gro. G. Harrap & Co. have published this, his latest work, of 
which a review will follow in our next issue. 
ESSRS. P. S. KING & CO. are well known as publishers of inter- 
esting general works on Industry, Sociology, and Trade. In Cardiff 
the recently published volume, Coal and International Trade, is bound to 
attract notice. 
‘OME important new works are announced by Messrs. JoHw Bate, Son 
& Danietsson, Lrp., and librarians will remember when ordering 
that this firm’s lists include both fiction and works of general interest. 
AY’S LIBRARY, LTD., needs no introduction to librarians who have 
had dealings with the firm for many years, and will find them as 
satisfactory as ever. 
HE GIEVES PUBLISHING CO. issue a number of reference books 
essential to librarians. A visit to this firm’s attractive stand at the 
Cardiff Conference Publishers’ Exhibition cannot fail to be of particular 
interest this year. 
IBRARIANS will kindly note that Messrs. J. A. ALLEN & Co., of 
Grenville Street, London, W.C.1, have special facilities for dealing with 
orders for fiction of every kind. 
HE HOUSE OF CASSELL has a useful selection of books for librarians, 
and their list should be carefully read. 
HE time has come for librarians to select literature dealing with the 
new wireless inventions, and the INTERNATIONAL News Co. can supply 
a number of works on the subject which certainly deserve attention. 


OOK AUCTION RECORDS is an indispensable reference book, pub- 
lished by Messrs. Henry Stevens, Son & Stires. Librarians 
please note ! 
HE excellence of Messrs. B. Rury & Co.’s bindings is well known 
to librarians, and the firm is thoroughly equipped for dealing with 
special library orders. 
OR dealing promptly and efficiently with library contracts on a large 
or small scale Messrs. W. & R. Hotmes are better equipped than 
ever. They are the wholesalers of the North. 
IBRARY supplies of every description are made by Messrs. GAYLORD 
Bros., and a full range of their more important articles can be inspected 
at Messrs. GraFton & Co.’s stand, where also will be seen the important 
rofessional publications of Tue F. W. Faxon Co., THE H. W. Witson Co., 
Tae Em TREE Press, and Tue A. S. BarNEs Co.’s dance and folk song books. 
The stand will, as before, be in the charge of Miss Frank Hamer and her 
assistant, Miss TayLor. 
A® enormous selection of books is included in Messrs. W. & G. FoyLe’s 
numerous lists, and all librarians are sure of finding some essential 
items. 
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HE HOOK-A-BOOK is a new folding metal book-shelf, which will no 
doubt appeal to librarians, who should make a point of seeing it in 
use at the Exhibition. 
ESSRS. BACON’S maps are well-known to librarians. Those who are 
spending their holidays in the district will find the Cardiff map very 
useful. 
R. A. W. LAMBERT, of Croydon, draws attention to his wicket fittings, 
newspaper rods, periodicals fasteners, sheaf catalogues, and other 
fittings. is invention, the Vernier Shelf Adjustment, shown as a rough 
model and in its rudimentary stage, has passed to its form as a practical 
bookstack now showing at this Conference. 
EW ideas in library furnishing are always worth attention, and Messrs. 
Geo. M. Hammer & Co., Ltp., are a firm with many resources in this 
direction. 
R. BAKER’S new work, The Public Library, has been published by 
Mr. Dantet O’Connor, whose enterprise as a publisher is well known. 
HE guide books and other publications of Messrs. Warp Lock & Co. 
are always most useful, and their kind assistance has been given in 
the Cardiff notes which appear in this issue. Several of their illustrations are 
also reproduced. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
AN EASTER EXCURSION TO PARIS. 
To the Epitor of The Library World. 
DEAR SIR, 

The fact that the Holland excursion did not materialize you 
mentioned in your Editorial last month. To what you say there, 
I would like to add that our Holland friends did much work in 
connection with our projected visit and the warmest welcome was 
proposed. That the excursion fell through was a matter for real 
regret, and I hope that we shall make a much more successful 
attempt in a few years’ time. 

It is most desirable that international library visits should 
continue ; and, in present circumstances, it will be best to consider 
a visit to Paris at Easter next year. I would suggest a week-end 
visit (Thursday afternoon to Tuesday morning), so that practically 
every library worker could get away without mortgaging a part 
of his summer holidays. We have good friends in Paris who will 
help us, I am sure, and the attractiveness of a brief stay there needs 
no commendation from me. 

I laid these facts before the Library Association Council last 
month, and the scheme was approved warmly, and I was directed 
to “‘ go ahead.” 

I should like to say, however, that I contemplate a “ library 
visit ’ to Paris, of which the definite object shall be to meet librarians 
in their libraries. There is usually time left over for sights and 
festivities, but I am not prepared to arrange a mere “ joy ride” 
for those who when they arrive “don’t want to see libraries.” 
There will be much to interest, and there should also be a great 
deal of pleasure in such a visit. 

Will your readers think it over, and watch for the announce- 
ments I shall made from time to time? Will any, too, who are 
interested and can help, write to me ? 

Yours faithfully, W. C. Berwick SAYERS. 
The Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 


Diary, 1922. 


MONDAY, 
Sept. 18th. 


TUESDAY, 
Sept. 19th. 


WEDNESDAY, 
Sept. 20th. 


THURSDAY, 
Sept. 2Ist. 


FRIDAY, 
Sept. 22nd. 
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BACON'S 
MAPS ATLASES 


‘JUST PUBLISHED 


Bacon’s Large Excelsior Atlas of the World 


A Commercial and Library Atlas with an Alphabetical Index to 33,000 
Names of Places. ¥ 
_ Size of Atlas 11 by 14 inches. Each map 21 by 14 inches. 


Price, cloth boards, Half morocco, ~ 

gilt, 50/- net. gilt edges, 7§/- net. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
Sixty-six Double-page and Five Single-page Maps all brought up-to-date. 
Five Special Plates showing National Flags, British and Overseas Regimental 
Crests and Scottish Tartans. 

Fifty-one Large-scale Inset Maps and Plans of Cities, Ports, etc. = 


Alphabetical Index to 33,000 Names of Places. 

Twenty entirely new Large-scale Maps to the British Possessions. 

The double band system of colouring adopted allows special clearness in the 
maps. 


Our new detailed Catalogue will be sent on 


receipt of a post-card 


G. W. BACON & CO., Ltd., 7 & 9 Norwich Street, Fetter Lane, 
LONDON, E.C. 4. 
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‘American Books. 


FoR 
NEWS” 
[RADIO MADE Puan 


. OF 
large aseoftmenit of leading 


w . 


American 
CORDES frets your NEWSAGENT or BOOKST ALI mibscriptions 


for liat. 


» 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS:COMPANY, 
BUILDINGS, LONDON, £.C.4. 


5 BREAMS 


pest tree, 


A. ALLEN & CO; 


16 Grenville St., wet, 


in Fiction, and will on send an extensive 
of Gevteral Fiction. and Juvenile’ in separate 
also Typed List of Biography, Travel, eto, 


Lists Receive: and Careful Attention 


‘LIBRARIANS ARE RESPECTFULLY INVITED ‘TO 


CALL. AND. SEE OUR STOCK. 


SOME SPRCTAL OFFERS. -STRERT MAP or CARDIVY, 44. Post 


The Principality Educational. Depot Co, Ltd. 
_ WALGA, Telephane 2000 
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CARD. RECORD SYSTEMS 
SIBRARIES 


(Large gr Small). 


GLascow, B RISTOL, CAIRO RO 
(Bee Front : 


_HOOK-A-BOOK. 


SHELF 
for filling up odd cotners of wall-spacs, and 
so inoressing bodk accommodation without great’ cdet 


Libparians will be able to see these shelves in use.at 

GRAFTON & CO.'S STAND atthe CARDIFF EXHIBITION, 
_ where catalogues and price lists can be obtained. 
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REDUCTION IN GOST OF LIBRARY BINDING. 


Send for Rmey’s Latest Price List. 


REPLACEMENT GATALOGUE, over 9,000 Titles, 


From 9d. to 1/3 per volume saved by 
— ordering from our Catalogue. —— 


The Sewing and Binding of every book GUARANTEED. 


Books handsewn by varied methods to suit quality 
of paper. 
Trained staff constantly employed on LIBRARY WORK. 


PROMPT SERVICE. CARRIAGE PAID. 


B. RILEY & CO.,LTD, Fox St., HUDDERSFIELD, 


| 


ifr: 


SPECIALISTS IN LIBRARY SUPPLIES. 


GAYLORD BROS. 


express their greetings to all British Librarians and 
assure them that through the arrangements they have 
made with 


GRAFTON CO., 


their sole agents, they are now in a position to serve 

Librarians in Great Britain as promptly, efficiently and 

economically as for twenty-six years they have already 
been serving them in America. 


4@ SEE THEIR EXHIBITS, AND ASK FOR 
CATALOGUE AT GRAFTON’'S STAND AT THE 
PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION AT CARDIFF. 


GRAFTON & CO., 
Coptic House, 7 & 8 Coptic St., London, W.C. 
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